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LETTER  
FROM  
THE  
PRINCIPAL
Kathryn Todd

Welcome everyone to the new

Djarragun College Newsletter.  We

are very excited to be bringing you

our newsletters each term to keep

you up-to-date on the learning,

sporting and cultural achievements

of our students at school and in our

boarding program.  

The students and staff at Djarragun

College come from many lands

across Australia and we bring with

us our rich cultural backgrounds and

customs meaning our community is

very diverse.  The Djarragun College

Way is our way of working with each

other that brings us together and

unifies our community.  

Earlier this term our students spent four

days working with Mr Josh Arnold who is a

music and video producer to produce a

new College Song and Video.  Watching

the  students working together to create

history as they wrote our very own school

song was very inspirational.  The students

were able to tell their story about what the

College means to them and their hopes

and dreams for the future.  We look

forward to launching our new Song Video

later this term.  Stay tuned to our Facebook

page for the launch details.  

I hope you enjoy reading about just some  

of the many achievements of our students

during 2018 and we look forward to sharing

many more with you throughout the year.  

This newsletter is a celebration of some of

the ways in which our students have

shown RESPECT, embraced their

LEARNING and taken RESPONSIBILITY for

their future as they work hard at DOING

THEIR BEST.  Djarragun College is a SAFE

and ACCEPTING community for students,

staff and families and we enjoying

welcoming new students, staff, family and

friends and sharing our stories with you.  

DJARRAGUN
the

WAY
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LEADERSHIP ASSEMBLY
Djarragun College formally inducted the 2018 Leadership Group 

at a special ceremony on Friday, 2 March, 2018. 

MCs for the Leadership Assembly were Senior School 

Captains, Sonai Mene, Helen Ryder-Jackomos, Nehemiah 

Martin and Wayne Stewart. 

Miss Kathryn advised the inductees there were many qualities 

needed to be a good leader including “empathy, respect, 

effective communication, a positive attitude, good sense of 

humour and persistence”.  She reminded them that it was their 

role to encourage all students to uphold the “Djarragun Way”. 

Special guests included the Hon. Curtis Pitt MP, Councillor Brett 

Moller and Djarragun Board Chairman, Trevor Gordon. They 

joined Principal, Kathryn Todd and senior staff in presenting the 

Leadership Certificates. 

Senior School 
Nehemiah Martin, Helen Ryder-Jackomos, Sonai Mene, Wayne Stewart,
Gemilah Allen, Rachelle Ambrym, Emma Ganaia, Tiana Marbendinar,
Justinelle Mene, Hayley Yeatman. 

Middle School 
Nehemiah Harris, Linda Solomon, Beyonce Matthew, Daniel Stewart,
Nicholas Araha (not present), Gloryanna Bon, Braith Martin, Veronica
Hughson, Briannan Brock Kenyon, Jamaimah Kris. 

Primary School  
Adrian Burns Kynuna, Kissani Geesu, Taquayzsha Fullerton, Harry
Sullivan, Arianna Ludwick, Dion Tabuteau, Fiona Richards, Ziarna
Wilson-Neal, Janiqua Cedric-Whittle, Abraham Henderson.



2017
GRADUATES 

Catch up with 

some of our Class 

of 2017 to hear 

what they've been 

doing in 2018.

Are you a recent 

graduate or know a 

graduate who is doing 

well? Let us know at 
admin@djarragun.qld.edu.au

ANZAC 
DAY

The Djarragun College

Commemorative ANZAC Day

Ceremony was held on Monday,

23 April with a special address

by Warrant Officer James (Jim)

Filkov. Our very own Wayne

Stewart dressed in Cadet

Uniform welcomed staff and

students and introduced  

Allison Halliday for the Traditional

Welcome to Country. Special

readings of Anzac stories followed

before the official ANZAC address.  

INSERT QUOTE HERE 
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Staff and students saw a couple of

familiar faces on the grounds last

week. Anthony Cowley and James

Street returned to Djarragun College

but not as a students.  

ANTHONY COWLEY & JAMES STREET
The Year 12 graduates of 2017 are

now working for Bama Services as

part of the landscape gardening team

responsible for keeping the Djarragun

College grounds neat and trim.  

On Anzac Day itself, a contingent of 

Boarding students represented 

Djarragun College during the annual 

parade through Gordonvale. 
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ALUMNI
NEWS

To learn more about
or join the Past Students
Association, phone the

College today on  
(07) 4043 3777 or email  

alumni@djarragun.qld.edu.au 

Djarragun College is establishing a Past Students Association and 

would like to introduce the Ambassador, Rosemary Tabuai. 

Rosemary attended DC from Years 3 to 12 and was Dux in 2006. 

She completed a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Environmental 

Humanities at the University of New South Wales and is currently 

employed as an Environmental Consultant with GHD. Her long- 

term ambition is to grow her skills, network and leadership 

potential to enable her to influence the community and industry to 

better understand their role in environmental sustainability. 

As a Torres Strait Islander woman, Rosemary is interested in 

“exploring the ways that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people can contribute to corporate Australia and environmental 

regulation”. “I am looking forward to sharing my personal story, to 

inspire, encourage, and challenge the students”, she said.      

PAST 
STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION
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Djarragun College offers a FREE bus

service for students living in and

around the Gordonvale/ Cairns

region. Our fleet of 10 and 20 seat

buses are complemented by 30 to

40 seat buses chartered by the

College. Students are collected at

designated stops at the start of the

day and returned after school

finishes at 3.10pm.  

Our buses currently service the

following areas: Bentley Park,

Bungalow, Cairns City, Cairns North,

Earlville, Edmonton, Gordonvale,

Manoora, Manunda, Portsmith,

Westcourt, Mooroobool, Mt

Sheridan, White Rock, Woree and

Yarrabah. 

To promote our buses we

will be featuring a bright new

advertisement on the back of

commercial operator, Love’s

Buses, in coming weeks. ON
THE BUSES Phone  

(07) 4043 3777  

to arrange a

pick up service

for your child.

DJARRAGUN

canteen
Djarragun College

Canteen serves up a

range of delicious

dishes for staff and

students throughout

the school term.  

During our first term the morning tea

treats included muffins, donuts,

croissants and the very popular

chocolate cake. Hot lunch choices

ranged from curry and rice, stir fries,

tacos and burritos to chicken burgers

and Friday favourite, fish and chips. 

Salad and fresh fruit options are

available every day and there is

always a yummy hot lunch on

offer. The subsidised lunch and

morning tea is $5 per day or $20

per week. 
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Barbara is of the Wiradjuri people in New South Wales and comes to 

Djarragun with 35 years of teaching experience. Among Barbara’s many 

skills and achievements is her ability to bring students, teachers and 

communities together in sharing educational aspirations and goals. She 

believes it is important to “communicate clearly and with sensitivity” to 

“create consensus (and) build support for achieving objectives”. 

She firmly believes that “whole of school community” support is key in 

achieving a successful curriculum, student wellbeing and equity 

initiatives.“I am really excited to be here and look forward to meeting 

parents and carers of the Primary School students,” she said. 

Matthew is responsible for providing overall management of effective

sporting and fitness programs, using sport as a mechanism to increase

school attendance, student wellbeing, retention and positive behaviour.

Dedicated to helping young people “becoming the best they can be”,

Matt was previously at Bentley Park College where he was ASDAN

program coordinator. A descendant of the local Jirrbal people,  

he is keen to lead and inspire Djarragun College students  

to share his passion for health and fitness. 

MATTHEW CHEETHAM - SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

Gary is a descendant of the Mara people from Ngukurr in the Northern 

Territory and has family connections to Old Mapoon in Cape York. He has 

over nine years’ experience leading boarding communities in regional and 

metropolitan areas of Australia. But Gary’s experience also extends beyond 

the residential environment. He has also held senior positions such as Family 

Support Facilitator with the Indigenous Advancement Program with Child 

Australia. In this role he was responsible for the delivery of a school 

attendance program that focused on families at risk and his successes 

included raising school attendance and educational outcomes for children 

from 5 to 18 years old. 

GARY HAMILTON - ASSISTANT HEAD OF BOYS’ BOARDING 

BARBARA BEATTIE - ACTING HEAD OF PRIMARY 

new staff
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Attendance awards
Congratulations to 
all the Primary 
School students 
who received 
Attendance 
Awards last term. 

Dion Tabuteau - Year 6 

Leiona Bligh - Year 5 

Darshanne Fullerton - Year 4 

Daniel Garrett - Year 2 

Chad Fullerton - Year 4 

Yabulam Burns - Year 5 

Adrian Burns - Year 6 

Loi Ravu - Year 3 

Jermaine Harris-Gibson - Year 3 

Taquayzsha Fullerton - Year 6 

Kissani Geesu - Year 6 

Arianna Ludwick - Year 6 

Norah Dau - Year 3 

Harry Sullivan Year 6 

Students who achieved 90%+ 

attendance were: 

Mable Cedric - Year 6 

Sam Ludwick - Year 3 

Benjaman Dau - Year 6 

Campbell Tabuteau - Year 4 

David Garrett - Year 1 

The North Queensland Cowboys joined Djarragun Upper Primary Students for a running session earlier this month. 

While Djarragun College 

appreciates that 100% 

attendance isn’t always 

possible, an impressive 

number of students achieved 

100% attendance awards: 

Students recognised for achieving 

95%+ attendance were: 

Markfarlan Dau - Year 3 

Jafari Brown - Year 

Asrielle Brown - Year 2 

Lorenzo Panuel - Year 3 

Elfrida Dau - Year 2 

Juron Gibson-Harris - Year 4. 
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DJARRAGUN
SPORTS
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CROSS COUNTRY 

Parents and carers joined staff and students 
for the annual Djarragun College P-12 Cross 
Country run on  Friday, 20 April, 2018.  

Shoes were compulsory but students were 
permitted to wear their house colours which 
some elected to do in their choice of 
clothing and others with face paint. 

Students ran according to age groups with 
the first runners being the older boys and 
girls who completed the full 6km course. 

An assembly and presentation was 
held at the completion of the event 
with our runners enjoying a well- 
deserved icy-pole. 

Final runners on the afternoon were 
the youngsters born in 2013 who ran 
their 700m race just after 2pm.  Cross 

Country 
Carnival
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BOARDERS'
NEWS

Girls’ Boarding excursions 

in Term 1 included Babinda 

Boulders, the Tobruk 

Memorial Pool and a road 

trip to Townsville to see the 

Cowboys and Raiders. 

Djarragun College 

Boarding Students 

engaged in a variety of 

out-of-school activities 

including studying, 

gardening and excursions. 
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STUDENT
WORK
The following work by Leader and Year 12 student, Helen Ryder-Jackomos
featured on the front page of the “Inspire” lift-out in the Cairns Post on Tuesday, 15
May, 2018.  It truly was an inspiring piece of writing – well done Helen. 
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CROSS COUNTRY 

Me and my Nan at 
one of the lakes on 
Yorta Yorta land. 

At the start of the Christmas holidays last year (2017) I went down to Victoria for three
weeks. I went down to learn about my Yorta Yorta country and culture, and to see
what my country looks like. The reason why I went down to country is because when I
began Year 11 at Djarragun College and started my own independent research
learning about my country and my heritage as part of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Studies, it pushed me to go down to my country and learn more about my
culture. My mum always told me stories about our Yorta Yorta mob growing up, so
when I was on Yorta Yorta country I got to see and be shown what my mum always
talked about. I feel like I learnt much more though as I was on country seeing and
feeling everything and so I understand the culture and connections more. 

I stayed with my uncle (my mum’s brother) in Swan Hill. He showed me around the
town he lives in. On the last week of my holidays down there my uncle took me to
Cummeragunja. Cummeragunja is a community on Yorta Yorta land. My nana, my
uncle, my little cousin and I went camping at the back of Cummera.  I learnt a lot while
I was down there. I learnt about the country and the sacred places. My nan showed
me the rivers in our country and the sacred sites where my nanny (great grandmother)
and her family went they were small for picnics. At some of the picnic sites you could
still see the ashes of the old fires and the shells and bones of the bush tucker they
cooked there. My nan also showed me the old school my nanny went to when she
was a young girl, but now the school is a museum. When many kids who went to this
school pass away, their service gets held there.  

When I was on my own country I felt like I was safe. I felt could stay up fishing all by
myself and not get scared, and like there was no such thing as bad spirits. I also felt
peace inside me and calm. I felt connected with my country as I was camping. It felt
like I was home.  I met some of my mum’s cousins and some of my cousins for the
first time. I connected with my nan the most because we talked a lot about country and
she showed me a lot of places. My aunty also took me around but mostly it was my
nan.   

Ever since I went down there I really want to go back. My nan wants me to go and live
there for a while and I would love to, more than anything. This is because I would
learn so much more about Yorta Yorta culture, especially things I still haven’t learnt
about such as language and bush foods. This is not just for me but because in the
future I want to pass down my culture to my children.  

Yorta Yorta Country 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
28 MAY – 1 JUNE 

6 JUNE – 8 JUNE 

20 JUNE 

20 JUNE 

21 JUNE 

27 JUNE 

20 JULY 

Cape School Sports Carnival 

OP Study Camp 

Year 7 School Immunisation Program 

Years 10 & 11 CQU Visit 

Year 12 Athletics Carnival 

Year 12 CQU Visit 

Cairns Show Outing for Boarders 

Johnson Park, Gordonvale 
Parents and carers are welcome to attend

TERM DATES
TERM 2 

TERM 3 

Wednesday 27 June 

Friday 29 June 

Thursday 19 July 

Monday 23 July 

Last Day (Boarders)  

Last Day (Day Students) 

First Day (Boarders) 

First Day (Day Students

CONNECT 
WITH US ON 
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

No student left behind, 
No student held back. 

DJARRAGUN COLLEGE 07 4043 3777  |  djarragun.qld.edu.au


