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LETTER FROM  
THE PRINCIPAL
Kathryn Todd

Welcome to Term 4.  The year has progressed so quickly and our students have 

been participating in so many events both inside and outside of the College. 

 This newsletter is just a small snapshot of the many achievements of amazing 

Djarragun students and I encourage readers to find our Facebook page or 

website in order to keep up-to-date about what is happening at the College. 

At Djarragun we are very proud of the multicultural backgrounds of our 

students who come to us from homelands locally in the Cairns area, up into the 

Cape and Torres Strait Islanders and over into the Gulf and Northern Territory 

and a few even coming to us from Papua New Guinea.  This sharing of culture is 

something that is very special to our students and they highlighted this in the 

creation of our new Djarragun College Song in the chorus line “Djarragun, 

culture shared, strong and proud”.   

Last term we were excited to share culture at the College through the 

celebration of our NAIDOC Day on Wednesday 19 September.  There was a 

range of activities that were organized by the Indigenous Consultative 

Committee under the leadership of Allison Halliday our Committee Liaison 

Officer.  Students enjoyed learning to dance, weave, cast nets and through 

boomerangs and spears from local Aboriginal and Torres Strait elders.  A 

highlight of the day was to see all of the students participating in a NAIDOC 

March representing their various communities.  Local students were able to 

march behind replicas of their Yidinji Shields that they had made during the 

term as part of their Culture Program. 

Later this term we will gather together to once again share culture and 

celebrate the success of our students at our Annual Presentation Day on 

Wednesday 14 November and on Thursday 15 November we will see our Year 

12 students shining brightly at their Graduation Ceremony and Formal.  I hope 

that you are able to join us at one of these events to celebrate the hard work, 

progress and achievement of our students throughout the year. 

In Semester 1 we were very pleased to see a further increase in our students’ 

attendance at school.  We achieved an average attendance at school of 75.7%, 

up from 68% for this time in 2017.  Our target for attendance is an average of 

80% and unfortunately we did see a decline in attendance in Term 3 so we will 

be focusing on ensuring every student is at school every day and ready to learn 

during Term 4.  I ask parents and carers to support us in providing your children 

the best possible education by ensuring that students are up and ready in time 

for the buses in the morning. 

As a reward for the hard work of our staff and students we will be ending the 

year on Wednesday 5 December with another spectacular water fun day.  We 

have booked the waterslides and pools and we are looking forward to sharing 

this day with our students.   

We will be publishing one more newsletter at the end of the year with all of the 

highlights of Term 4 so until then I enjoy reading this edition. 

XXXXXX 

XXXXX

DJARRAGUN
The

WAY



2017

To watch the school 

song on YouTube 

search Djarragun 

College School Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=mtzlThhNVCU 

SCHOOL

SONG

In June we launched our new 

Djarragun College Song.  The 

song written in May by students 

themselves under the direction 

of singer/songwriter Josh 

Arnold.  The song celebrates the 

school's unique Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander cultures. 

A group of 60 students from Prep to 

Year 12 participated in a week-long 

workshop, which included writing 

the song lyrics, filming of the music 

video and playing the instruments.

INSERT QUOTE HERE 
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All their hard work paid off; in June 

the stunning video feature was 

offically launched at Djarragun's 

Open Day to students and parents.   

DJARRAGUN, CULTURE SHARED STRONG & PROUD

We are so proud of our students and 

their contribution to this project - the 

song captures the spirit of the 

College perfectly.  
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DJARRAGUN OPEN DAY
During Term 2 Djarragun College hosted its first Open Day where 

family & members of our community were invited to attend the 

College.

Parents were able to go into the classrooms to view and participate in 

lessons, and could witness all the progress their children are making.

Senior School 
Nehemiah Martin, Helen Ryder-Jackomos, Sonai Mene, Wayne Stewart,
Gemilah Allen, Rachelle Ambrym, Emma Ganaia, Tiana Marbendinar,
Justinelle Mene, Hayley Yeatman. 

Talika was the winning entrant in the Northern Pride Rugby League Club's 

2018 Indigenous Jersey Design Competition.  The vibrant design 

showcases Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander symbols and flags.  Talika 

was presented with her award winning jersey from Ryan Ghetti, Captain. 

Runner up, Vida also received a merchandise pack for her design. 
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Djarragun College offers a 

FREE bus service for 

students living in and 

around the Gordonvale/ 

Cairns region. Our fleet of 10 

and 20 seat buses are 

complemented by 30 to 40 

seat buses chartered by the 

College. Students are 

collected at designated 

stops at the start of the day 

and returned after school 

finishes at 3.10pm.  

 

 

Our buses currently service 

the following areas: Bentley 

Park, Bungalow, Cairns 

City, Cairns North, Earlville, 

Edmonton, Gordonvale, 

Manoora, Manunda, 

Portsmith, Westcourt, 

Mooroobool, Mt Sheridan, 

White Rock, Woree and 

Yarrabah. 

ON
THE BUSES 

Phone  4043 3777  

to arrange a pick up 

service for your child.

DJARRAGUN
students proudly showcase thier culture

A group of our talented 

Djarragun Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander students became a 

part of history when they 

performed at the Cairns 

magistrates Court in June.

The event was the Queensland launch of 

the organisations Reconciliation Plan, 

which provides a framework of support for 

the national reconciliation 

movement.  The 12 students danced and 

sang for Chief Magistrate Orazio Rinaudo 

and other dignitaries. 

Experiences like this 

encourage our students to 

be proud and share their 

cultural traditions. 

#wearecapeyork  
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ALUMNI

To learn more about or to
join the Past Students
Association, phone the

College today on  
(07) 4043 3777 or email  

alumni@djarragun.qld.edu.au 

Djarragun College Past Students Association Ambassador, 

Rosemary Tabuai, visited the College to meet with the 2018 

Senior students and talk about life after school. 

Rosemary spent time talking to the Year 12 OP students about 

life at university and the many choices and decisions ahead of 

the 2018 Seniors.  Heading off to university can be 

overwhelming but, "you will be the first person in your family to 

attend university and this can be overwhelming but you 

already have the skills to be successful", she said. 

 
As this was the first time Rosemary had been back to the 

College since she graduated as Dux in 2006, she was 

surprised with the changes in the gardens and the layout of the 

classrooms.  Rosemary is keen to keep working with the 

Senior students offering mentoring and support for their 

journey after Year 12.

PAST 

STUDENTS 

ASSOCIATION



O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8  •  I S S U E  N O .  2

Carlene Munro is a descendant of the Gamilaraay Nation of northern NSW, 

also called Kamilaroi, she has lived and worked in Far North Qld for the past 

24yrs. Having worked at Emmanuel College now Djarragun College 

when Carlene first moved to Cairns she said, "it’s been awesome coming 

back and seeing how much the school has grown".   Carlene believes it’s 

important to acknowledge the uniqueness of our students and support 

them to achieve to the best of their ability through education and ensuring 

culture is embedded within everything they are taught.  "I also believe that 

it’s important for parents/carers/family in general where possible to be a 

part of a young person’s educational journey" 

Tina joined Djarragun College at the end of Term 3 and has come to us 

from Act for Kids where she worked as an Admin Finance Officer.  

Tina has extensive experience in Admin and Finance and will 

be working with Miss Shanan in the Admin Office as well as 

support staff in Finance. 

Tina, originally comes from Masterton in New Zealand and just 

loves living in Tropical North Queensland as she enjoys 

camping and singing karaoke, which would 

make for a very entertaining camping trip.   

 

TINA WONG - ACCOUNTS & ADMINISTRATION

 I grew up in Cranbourne, Victoria and moved to Albury New South Wales 

to study teaching. After I completed my training, I spent a year in 

Melbourne, then moved to the Northern Territory to teach. I spent time in a 

variety of remote communities from Yuendumu, Minyerri to Groote 

Eylandt. The last place I taught in the Northern Territory was Ali Curung. 

In 2013, I spent a year travelling Europe, spending most of my time in 

Germany, France and England. 

I absolutely love my 2 dogs and they come everywhere with me. They 

have been on more plane flights than most people I know. 

 

DEBRA SCHUMANN - TEACHER PRIMARY

CARLENE MUNRO - HEAD OF STUDENT SERVICES 

new staff
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NAIDOC Celebrations
culture as well as learn about 

other cultures.   

A highlight of the day was the 

parade through the school 

grounds led by students carrying 

shields of the six tribes of the 

Cairns district.  Each community 

was then represented by 

banners.   

Parents, carers and 

the community joined together in 

the MPA for the concert which 

was led by School Captains, 

Sonai and Wayne.

 Because 
of  her 

we can!  

The North Queensland Cowboys joined Djarragun Upper Primary Students for a running session earlier this month. 

The students spent Term 3 

working with the Indigenous Staff 

of the College each Tuesday 

afternoon on Cultural Awareness. 

 

Djarragun College is unique in that 

we have students from many 

cultural backgrounds from the 

Cairns district, Cape York, Northern 

Territory and Torres Strait.  During 

Term 3 the students participated in 

Cultural Awareness lessons, which 

provided the students with an 

opportunity to share their 

There were numerous activites 

planned for the day, from face 

painting, boomerang throwing, net 

casting, weaving, Aboriginal Dance, 

Torres Strait Islander music and 

dance and the day finished with a 

shared lunch.
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DJARRAGUN
SPORTS

Body copy body copy body

copy body copy body copy

body copy body copy body

copy body copy body copy

body copy body copy body

copy body copy body copy

body copy body copy body   

CROSS COUNTRY 

Parents and carers joined staff and students 

for the annual Djarragun College P-12 

Athletics Carnival at Johnson Park  on Friday, 

22 June, 2018.  

The students participated in running events 

including the 100m sprints to the 800m 

distance races. 

 

One of the highlights of the day was the 

staff demonstrating their sporting abilities. It 

was fantastic to see the teaching staff 

exhibiting their agility in the long jump, 

especially Mr John.

Mr Matt will distribute all the record breaking 

awards at Assembly this term.  This is the 

first year we have kept records of the 

Primary school and over 35 records were 

broken.   

2018 
Athletics 
Carnival

It was great to see the number of 

families and carers who came out on 

the day to support the students. We 

know the students enjoyed competing 

in front of a supportive audience. 

 

Kinghts were awarded the overall 

winning house on the day and less than 

60 points separating second & third.

The high jump proved to be a very exciting 

event to watch with some of students 

reaching record heights in this event. 

Knights 1610

Titans 1272

Vikings 1215

Resu l t s
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BOARDERS'
NEWS

Boys Boarding excursions 

in Term 3 included a trip to 

the Atherton Tablelands, a 

weekend camp to the 

Wilderness Centre and a 

day trip to the beach.

Djarragun College 

Boarding students 

engaged in a variety of 

out-of-school activities 

including studying, sports 

and excursions. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
1 Nov 

14 Nov 

15 Nov 

16 Nov 

5 Dec 

 

Art Show  

Presentation Day 

Year 12 Formal 

Last Day Year 12 

Water Fun Day & Last Day Term 4 

 

TERM DATES
TERM 4 

 

2019 

TERM 1 

 

 

Wednesday 5 December 

Thursday 6 December 

  

Tuesday 29 January 

Wednesday 30 January 

 

Last Day (Day Students)  

Last Day (Boarders) 

  

First Day (Day Students) 

First Day (Boarders)

CONNECT
WITH  US  ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

No student left behind, 
No student held back. 

DJARRAGUN COLLEGE 07 4043 3777  |  djarragun.qld.edu.au


