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LETTER 
FROM 
THE 
PRINCIPAL
Kathryn Todd
Welcome to our Term 3 newsletter.  It
has been another action filled term with
our students engaging in a range of
activities at school and in the
community. This term we have focused
on working with staff and students to
improve the health and wellbeing of our
students. 
Staff commenced the implementation
of the Berry Street Education Model
(BSEM) across the College from Prep to
Year 12.  As part of this program staff
will participate in 4 full days of training
throughout 2019 and 2020 which will
enable them to implement the whole
program at the College. Staff have
commenced the delivery of the Berry
Street Curriculum through weekly
lessons with their form classes.  This
curriculum is purposely designed to
support the development of students’
physical, psychological, social and
emotional capabilities.
This term students have been focusing
on strategies that assist them to
regulate their emotions and manage
their stress.  Our brains need to be in a
calm state to be able to take in new
learning. Teaching our students to be 

CONNECT
L E A R N

SUCCEED

PRIMARY'S DJARRAGUN'S GOT TALENT
On the last day of term, while Secondary were officially opening their art gallery, our Primary students were having a little
competition of their own in 'Djarragun's Got Talent'.  Well done to all the students who took part, there's definitely some
talent for the future shining through!

able to identify when they are feeling stressed
and use strategies to help them return to
feeling calm is an essential step in helping
them to be at school and ready to learn so they
can achieve their full potential. 
Students also participated in Let’s Chalk About
Mental Health and Are You Ok? Day to promote
having healthy conversations about mental
health issues and seeking help when we need
it. 
Students participated in a number of exciting
excursions throughout the term.  We also had
success on the sports field where our students
weren’t always the winning team but their
sportsmanship was outstanding. We really did
save the best for last though, as our last day of
term was a culmination of the amazing work
our students had done in visual and performing
arts throughout the year. Students in the
Primary school held their Djarragun’s Got
Talent show.  All of the entrants should be
commended for having the courage to get up in
front of all their friends and teachers to
perform.  
In Secondary we had the official opening of the
One Blood Student Art Exhibition.  We had 5
quest judges who work in the Indigenous art
industry.  They said the work was outstanding
and they felt many of our students have
potential for successful careers in the art 

industry after finishing school.  
 
Thank you to Mr Noel Mason, Senior
Art Teacher, for putting together the
exhibition on behalf of his students. 
 
At the College we are always focused
on following the Djarragun Way. 
During Term 4 we will be particularly
focused on LEARNING – Attend all
classes on time and ready to learn. 
We will have a new attendance support
officer whose job will include
monitoring students attendance at
class and keeping parents and carers
informed.  If students are attending all
their classes, expect to get a postcard
to let you know about their great work. 
Alternatively if your child is not
attending all of their classes you may
be invited in to meet with College staff
to develop a support plan for your
child.  
We aim to have every student at
school every day and in class every
lesson so they can learn, connect and
succeed at Djarragun College.
 
Regards
Ms Kathryn
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"ONE BLOOD"
 
DJARRAGUN
COLLEGE
STUDENT
EXHIBITION 2019
On the last day of term students, families and carers came together to enjoy an art
exhibition showcasing student's hard work for the year so far. We also officially
opened our wonderful new art gallery in the Secondary school. A great time was
had by all.  
Congratulations to the top 10 exhibits, who each received a prize, and to our 11
students who were highly commended!

Aporo Aruba, Gloryanna Bon, John Bon, Rusha Johnson,
Leshonta Lyons, Justinelle Mene, Edd Morel, James Walsh,
Rebecca Gigibia Wosomo

Indigenous Leaders of Tomorrow



SECONDARY
NEWS

Students in Years 3-12 met with Officers

Sio and Rob from Edmonton Police

station Cross Cultural Liaison Unit to

discuss cyber bullying and online

grooming awareness and prevention.

Presentations were given in small groups

across 2 weeks.  Such an important

message for students of all ages.
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Years 7 & 8 during their 'fire a burning

question' unit as part of the CSIRO

science/physics lessons!

ThinkUKnow Fire a Burning Question

'L' Plates!
On Friday 6 September the Indigenous

Drivers Licencing Unit staff were at the

College facilitating the learner driver

licence written test for 13 of our senior

students. 

Bikes were donated by Australian Unity for

students who have been showing

leadership qualities and community

involvement across Cairns.  7 students

from Djarragun College were selected to

receive their bikes in a ceremony held on

the Esplanade. We are proud of their

leadership and community involvement and

we hope they enjoy their new wheels!

Adventure Therapy with Mr Jason

School Leaders

All 13 students successfully passed their

test and will be supported to go to The

Department of Transport & Main Roads

office to obtain their learner licence & log

book.

Select junior and senior boys are attending

‘Adventure Therapy’ with Mr Jason; this is

an outdoor therapy working on attachment,

stress, social emotional skills and

schemas and self-esteem.
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VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION

Cert II Salon Assistant
Students recently went on an
excursion to Zeal Hair, where they
were given the opportunity to wash
client's hair, apply treatments, blow
dry and set hair in rollers. 

Thanks to the boys in Construction,
the hair salon now has a beautiful
new reception desk!

Cert I Construction

The Year 11-12 Cert II Automotive
students have been busy working on
Ms Amanda's car.  Whilst our Year
10 Engineering students have been
making a fire pit this term.  

Automotive & Engineering Cert II Health & Community Services
Students have been learning how to
perform health checks, acquiring skills
such as how to communicate with
patients and how to ask a range of
general health questions in order to gain
a snapshot of a patient's health history.
One of the most exciting parts of the
health check for students is being able to
use real medical equipment and perform
practical health assessments. These
include taking temperature, pulse,
respiration and blood pressure by hand -
a difficult task to master. The students
have conducted themselves in a
professional manner and the feedback
received from patients is that these
health trainees are well on their way to
becoming our health professionals of the
future.

Cert II Horticulture
The horticulture area fitted their new
shade sails on the green house and
over the garden bed and doesn't it
look good!
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PRIMARY
NEWS

Natural Beginnings Day Care Centre came
and spent some time with our Preps and
Year 1's to learn about Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander culture. This was a great
opportunity for the students who are
enrolling here next year to meet some of our  
students and staff as part of their transition
to school. After sharing a morning tea, they
joined in activities such as Aboriginal dance,
Torres Strait songs and Indigenous stories
and crafts.

A VISIT FROM KINDY
Team Tea Tree visited the Cairns
Aquarium as part of their Mappen unit
on sustainability and local habitats. They
learnt about plants and animals that
inhabit the Great Barrier Reef.

Dads and Carers were invited into
Primary on Friday 30 August so
students could show appreciation and
thanks by having a morning tea. Thanks
to all the Dads and carers for attending.

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL
FATHERS

EXCURSION TO THE AQUARIUM

NATIONAL ATSI CHILDREN'S DAY

LIFE EDUATION
Primary students had a visit from Happy
Healthy Harold's Life Education Van.
Miss Nikki & Miss Carmel's classes
talked about friendships.  Miss Toni's
class spoke about the body in 'All
Systems Go', while Mr Mark's class had
an important message in their unit
'Think Twice'.

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children’s Day is celebrating
the early years and promoting the
importance of early years education
and care for our little ones. We
recognise the critical role that family,
community, country and culture play in
their development. Our Primary leaders
made speeches on the day and
students enjoyed cake to celebrate.



At Djarragun we encourage our College community to talk to
each other about how they are feeling. On Friday 30 August
Primary & Secondary students participated in Let's Chalk About
Mental Health and got crazy with their hair colour to 'get the
conversations started'. 
 
We have a range of support people at the College including
Wellbeing Coaches, Youth Support Workers, Youth Support
Officers, College Nurse, teachers and non-teaching staff to listen
and to offer advice and support.
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DJARRAGUN Wellbeing & Student Support
LET'S CHALK ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH

Miss Donna, our Learning Enhancement teacher, commenced a
boys and girls cooking class this term. This class was designed
to provide hands on activities and build strong relationships for
learners that require different levels of support and re-engage
them into the classroom. Our College has recently embedded the
Berry Street Model to help meet the educational needs of
students through therapeutic principles. We hope to provide
opportunities to meet individual needs and goals in a safe and
nurturing learning environment.  

COOKING CLASS WHITE BALLOON DAY 2019
Bravehearts’ White Balloon Day is
Australia’s largest and longest
running campaign dedicated to
preventing child sexual assault. Held
annually during National Child
Protection Week, White Balloon Day
unites communities to make a
commitment to protecting kids.
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DJARRAGUN
SPORTS

Body copy body copy body

copy body copy body copy

body copy body copy body

copy body copy body copy

body copy body copy body

copy body copy body copy

body copy body copy body  

This term, students in Year 10 HPE have being
doing a unit on the ancient sport of archery. In the
unit they have learnt about the safety requirements
associated with the sport , as well as the technique
required to string a bow and to fire with accuracy. 
 
They have practiced over both 15 and 20 metres.
Our current record holders are Jack Aniba who shot
44 with 5 arrows. The shots were bullseye (10)
followed by 9,9,9 and a seven. The girls record
holder is Myar Booth who shot an impressive 35.

Year 10 Archery

R E S U L T S

Our under 14 girls rugby league team had a great
game against Gordonvale High . Although many of
our girls had never played tackle rugby league, the
team played their hearts out against a bigger and
more experienced Gordonvale team. In front of a
big crowd the girls put up a awesome effort to go
down 7 tries to 4. Mr Ewan was extremely proud of
the girls behaviour and sportsmanship. They readily
accepted the referee’s decisions and were great
ambassadors for the school.
 
They all attended a training session with the NRL
development officer, Mr Will. It was great to see 20
girls commit to an afternoon of tackling drills. Their
next challenge is the Mossman Seven’s in Term 4.

U14 Girls Rugby League

Best Forwards – Delma & Connell
Best Back - Lahtaka & Katherine

Hardest tackle – Dulcie
Best team player- Caitlyn

Coaches awards from the game
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U16 Boys Futsal

For the first time Djarragun entered
the futsal interschools titles FNQ,
this year held at Redlynch sports
stadium.  Our boys behaved
impeccably and demonstrated
really good skills for a team that
had never played before.  They
played hard, gave it a go and had
fun.  The boys learnt from every
team they played against and after
every game, they shook all players
hands, coaches and referees. 
 
Great sportsmanship, well done
boys!

Years 4 -6 Sports Gala Day Primary students in Years 4-6 participated in the inter-school
sports fun day held at Walker Road Sports Complex.  They
competed in T-ball and AFL. 
The T-ball team played 5 matches over the day, with students
improving as the day went on and they continued to learn the
technical rules of the game.  In all 5 matches the students'
energy and enthusiasm was wonderful to see.  No scores
were kept during T-ball matches, as the aim of the day was
participation and having a go.  The "player of the tournament"
for Djarragun College was Nathan Geebung.
It was with complete joy as we watched the AFL mixed junior
team win all of their 5 games! Students' drive, determination
and good sportsmanship saw them approach every game
with renewed enthusiasm and a genuine love of the game.
Anthony Livingstone was a rising star for AFL and won “man
of the match” for the tournament. Coached expertly by Miss
Sez, it really was a thoroughly enjoyable day for all.
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BOARDERS'
NEWS

A s  I  s i t  h e r e  w r i t i n g ,  w e  h a v e  j u s t  f o u r  d a y s  l e f t  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  w i t h  o u r

b o a r d e r s  f l y i n g  o n  d a y  f i v e .  O n  2 0 t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  h a v e  j u m p e d

o n  p l a n e s ,  t r a i n s  a n d  a u t o m o b i l e s  –  w h a t e v e r  i t  t a k e s  t o  g e t  h o m e  f o r  t h e

h o l i d a y s .

 

I t ’ s  b e e n  a  g o o d  t e r m .  A l l  o u r  s p o r t i n g  f i x t u r e s  h a v e  f i n i s h e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  a n d

e v e r y o n e  w h o  w a s  p a r t  o f  a  t e a m  s h o u l d  b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  o n  t h e i r

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  h e a r t s  o u t .

 

I n  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  a n d  s p o r t s ,  w e ’ v e  s t i l l  m a n a g e d  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a l l

t h a t  C a i r n s  h a s  t o  o f f e r  t h i s  t e r m .  T h e  C a i r n s  F e s t i v a l ,  f r e e  m o v i e  n i g h t s ,  s u n ,

s e a  a n d  f i s h i n g .  I t ’ s  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  t h a t  h a s  a  l i t t l e  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e .

W h e n  n o t h i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  l o c a l  s c e n e ,  t h e  A u n t i e s  a n d  U n c l e s

o r g a n i s e  g r e a t  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  C a m p u s .

 

O u r  b i g  f o c u s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  w e e k s  o f  t h i s  t e r m  h a s  b e e n  a t t e n d a n c e .

S o m e  b o a r d e r s  h a v e n ’ t  b e e n  m e e t i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  c l a s s

a t t e n d a n c e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  t e r r i f i c  t o  s e e  t h a t  m o s t  h a v e  d o n e  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  j o b

t u r n i n g  t h i s  a r o u n d ,  b e c o m i n g  t h e  s t a n d - o u t  s t u d e n t s  w e  k n e w  t h e y  c o u l d  b e .

P l e a s e  b e  s u r e  t o  s p e a k  t o  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  a b o u t  d o i n g  t h e i r  b e s t  w h e n  t h e y

g e t  h o m e ,  a n d  l e t  t h e m  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  t o  k e e p  t h i s  u p  w h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n

f o r  T e r m  4 .

 

E n j o y  y o u r  h o l i d a y s .  O u r  b o a r d e r s  d o  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  o f  l i v i n g  a n d  s c h o o l i n g

s o  f a r  f r o m  h o m e .  S o m e  d a y s  i t ’ s  n o t  e a s y ,  b u t  m o s t  m e e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  w i t h

a  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e .

 

T r a v e l  d a y  f o r  T e r m  4  i s  T u e s d a y  8 t h  O c t o b e r .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  c o n c e r n s

r e g a r d i n g  r e t u r n  t r a v e l ,  p l e a s e  d o n ’ t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e .

 

H a v e  a  g r e a t  h o l i d a y .

 

Y o u r s  F a i t h f u l l y ,

N o e l a  M i l l i c a n

A c t i n g  H e a d  o f  B o a r d i n g

 

M o b i l e  P h o n e :    0 4 1 2  7 1 4  7 8 9

E - m a i l :               n o e l a . m i l l i c a n @ d j a r r a g u n . q l d . e d u . a u
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The boarding boys have been supporting
the under 16's and under 14's teams,
Cape York Eagles.  They had a brilliant
year winning many of their games.  The
U16's finished 3rd on the ladder, with the
U14's finishing 4th in their division at the
end of the season.  Great effort boys!

U16 AFL in Boy's Boarding

Troydan Ross won the golden boot for
his club Leichhardt Juniors as the
clear Division 3 winner!  He finished
the season 2nd in FNQ Div 3 under
13/14 age group .  This is only his first
season, he has scored 30 goals from
12 games.  
 
He is an outstanding player who loves
his game, we're so proud of you!  the
way you played and interacted with
your teammates was an inspiration to
your team.
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Boarders Travel Day

Term 3 starts 

Prep Parent Information Morning Tea

Mossman 7's Rugby League

Student Free Day

Immunisations HPV (dose 2) and catch ups

QATSIF Graduation

ILF Conference Primary

ILF Conference Secondary

Presentation Day

Year 12 Graduation & Formal

Water Fun Day

Student Free Day, Boarders Travel Day

UPCOMING EVENTS
8 OCT

9 OCT

15 OCT

17 OCT

21 OCT

22 OCT

31 OCT

31 OCT

1 NOV

13 NOV

14 NOV

4 DEC

5 DEC

CONNECT
WITH US
ON
FACEBOOK

@djarraguncollege

TERM 4

 

 

Wednesday 9 Oct

Wednesday 4 Dec

 

First Day Term 4

Last Day Term 4

 No Student left behind
N o  S t u d e n t   h e l d  b a c k

A few days before school commences,

start your child on a school-day routine –

waking up, eating and going to bed at

regular times.

For older children who having troubles

getting up and out of bed, give them an

alarm clock or help them to set an alarm

on their phone, and let them practice

using it.

For day students, ask your child to help

plan school lunches for the first week.

Schools are driven by routines and have
high expectations of students with time
management.  
 
There are regular times for class, meal
times and breaks.   Having a routine at
home helps them to cope with the schedule
at school as well.
 
Holidays are a time to relax, but before
heading back to school we recommend
these few tips to get students ready to
learn.

ROUTINES AT HOME HELP KIDS AT SCHOOL

TIPS FOR BACK TO SCHOOL

TERM 4
We are taking appointments
for Counselling & Therapy

Activities

PARENTS | call in for a cuppa
& please sign Consent Forms

TERM 1

2020

 

Tuesday 28 January

Thursday 2 April

 

First Day Term 1

Last Day Term 1


