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LETTER 
FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL

To ease some the financial stress on our families due to COVID-19, Djarragun College will be waiving College
fees for 2020 as follows:

$75 has been credited to the accounts of Tier 2 students for Term
1, Weeks 8-10.  This amounts to 3 weeks of the $25 weekly meal
component, capped at 2 students per family, in line with the fee
charging structure.
A further $250 has been credited to the accounts of Tier 2
students for the whole of Term 2.  This amounts to 10 weeks of
the $25 weekly meal component, capped at 2 students per family,
in line with the fee charging structure.

Centrepay and Payway payment plans remain in place, however
please note that the target amount has been amended in line with the
fee reductions.  In essence, this means that payment plans are
anticipated to finish 13 weeks earlier than they would have done for
2020 fees.

If any parents, families or carers have any concerns about their payment plan, please call the office to discuss
on T: 07 4043 3777.

CONNECT
SUCCEED
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Michael Barton

L E A R N

Dr Michael____________________________________________________________

This term has been very different for families, students and staff of Djarragun College as we adjusted to the
challenges of educating during a pandemic. COVID-19 presented many challenges for education, as indeed it
has for the entire world, but what is most pleasing is that we have avoided the virus impacting our Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Island communities. For that, we are very grateful.
 
Our boarding students were unable to return at all for the term, however, we are eagerly awaiting their arrival for
the beginning of Term 3. Many of our day students were able to resume ‘normal’ classes mid-term and I am
indebted to the support parents have given to our College during this time. Thank you for supporting us with the
learning from home packages that we sent. This has been greatly appreciated.  
 
I’d like to acknowledge our staff, across all areas of the College, for their adaptability during these trying times.
Without question, they have been very giving of their time, been prepared to work together as a team and spend
considerable time finding alternative ways to achieve our mission here at the College. To my staff, thank you for
all you have done and for all that you do for our students and families. 
 
I am looking forward to Term 3 and some normality to our College community.



There is nothing like a good kick start to education. While COVID-
19 may have meant learning from home, it's now time to be back
at school and in the classroom. We want to recognise those
students who are on track to smash their school attendance. 

To get you kick started after COVID-19, we’re offering those
students in Years 4-12, with 85% attendance or more, an AFL
Guernsey or NRL Jersey of their choice.  Which team do you
support?  You get to pick your team’s Guernsey/Jersey, wow!

For our younger students in Prep-Year 3, families will receive a
grocery voucher, which we hope will assist them during these
recent times.

To qualify, attendance will be calculated for the following 5 week
period:last 2 weeks of Term 2 (15-25 June 2020)plus first 3 weeks
of Term 3 (20 July – 7 August 2020)You must have attended
school 85% or more during this period to receive your
Guernsey/Jersey (Years 4-12) or voucher (Prep-Year 3).

COMMUNITY
NEWS
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Let’s celebrate returning to school!



(One People Voice)

Formerly named the ICC (Indigenous Consultative
Committee), the Netat Bama Kodomir Committee
aims, objectives and purpose still remains the same; to
assist, support and guide the Principal and Executive
Team to align all aspects of Djarragun College to be
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culturally
competent. 

The meaning of the new Committee name is made up
of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural
language.  One of the main purposes of the Committee
is to assist in the development and improvement of
practices when working with students and staff of the
College. This includes the planning of historically and
culturally significant events for the College. 

As part of acknowledging and celebrating 'National
Reconciliation Week' on 27th May - 3rd June, our College held
a National Reconciliation Week Poster Competition.

There were a number of creative and colourful entries from
both the Primary and Secondary school, which depicted this
year's theme 'we are in this together'. 

After some tough decision-making by our judges, from the
Netat Bama Kodomir Committee, the following students were
chosen as the winners.

Congratulations to our DEADLY winners and to all the other
student entries who took the time to complete some
wonderful and interesting entries!  A BIG THANK YOU
everybody!
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MEET THE NETAT BAMA KODOMIR COMMITTEE

From left to right: Rhonda Thompson, Treasurer,
Aurie Marou, Interim Chair, Seriana Lui, Secretary. 

RECONCILIATION WEEK POSTER COMPETITION

Congratulations to our
Primary Winners: 

Congratulations to our
Secondary Winners: 

Sofia Hooligan (Year 3) 
and
Daniel Burns (Year 4)

Zaharnie Barlow (Year 7) 
and
Jafari Brown (Year 7)
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SINGING SUPER STARS!
Mr Josh Arnold has been working with our Primary students to produce a music video capturing the very
'essence' of the Djarragun College family.  Here some sneaky behind the scenes photos.  Keep an eye on our
Facebook page for the final product!  Us Djarragun mob, mepla deadly ay!

'Djarragun Together
Our People, Our Pride
A College Community shaping the future of young lives
Djarragun Together'



SECONDARY
NEWS
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Reconciliation Week 2020

Years 7, 8 and 9 spoke about
Reconciliation Week and what it
means to them during a circle
time and activities organised by
Ms.Sez and the Netat Bama
Kodomir Committee.  It was an
amazing informative
Reconciliation lesson around the
theme 'in this together'.

Our Seniors have been studying hard
Students in Essential English have been exploring workplace brand identity and
values.  In a separate project, they were set the challenge of 'in 60 minutes plan,
film and edit a 30 second movie trailer'.  Check out our Facebook page for the
final movie!

Years 8-9 have been learning about expanding brackets and in Year 7, they have
been playing a cracking game of multiplication Bingo to round off the term.

Middle School Mathematics

Senior students in Essential Maths have been focused and on task all term, they

have been learning about simple and compound interest.

At the end of term, senior students sat their Tourism exam.  They are to be

commended, as they have been working extremely hard this year.



VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION
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Students are busy
learning new skills in Mr
Paul's  Construction
Class by building full-
size load-bearing stud
walls, as per the AS:1684
timber framing code. 

Cert I Construction

Cert II Hospitality
On 22 May, 20 lucky staff members
booked a seat at the "Master Mind Cafe".
The whole vibe, atmosphere and food
was excellent to say the least. College
Principal, Michael Barton, stated "Since I
have been at the College, this has been
the best event I have attended that has
been managed and run by students". 

Hospitality students and their Trainer, Ms
Alison Conroy, along with Ms Colleen
Mene, have also been raising money all
term for the Year 12 formal by hosting a
take-away cafe and cake stall during
lunchtimes.  Some absolutely amazing
work, the Hospitality students should be
incredibly proud of themselves. 

In the furniture making class this Term, the
students designed and produced a lectern for
the Hospitality students. This will no doubt be
used in the near future given the success of
their recent luncheon (below)!

Cert II Furniture Making Pathways

Learning and
understanding the math
and reasons why each
part is important, they
will learn to make door
and window openings
and hang doors, fit
windows and locksets.
Most of the material
used can be recycled
for other projects.
Fantastic!
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PRIMARY
NEWS

Our Preps have been learning
to follow visual diagrams in
class and were the stars
of Circle Time with their
dramatisation of the Three
Billy Goats Gruff. The troll was
incredibly polite and allowed
all the goats to pass though,
how gorgeous!

Djarragun's Very Own Billy
Goats Gruff

IN THE CLASSROOM
Year 4 students have
been enjoying their story
time with Ms Zoe in the
library, music lessons,
working on their
multiplication facts and
their division skills in
maths, as well as their
narrative writitng this
term.

Reconciliation Week 2020
Primary students also had a
wonderfully informative
workshop lesson with Ms
Sez and Aunty Colleen,
organised by the Netat
Bama Kodomir Committee.
All students spoke of
National Sorry Day in their
class. 



DJARRAGUN
SPORTS
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Lunchtime Hockey Fun
When the Year 6 Captains met our Principal for lunch, not
only did they get to dress up for the occasion, but they also
challenged Mr Barton, and staff, to a game of hockey with
Primary students during lunchtime.  Things got quite
competitive out there on the concrete! (No adults were
harmed during the making of these photos, only their egos.)

During their HPE lessons this term, Primary got stuck into football and hockey games.  They even had the odd friendly
game or two of  cricket during their lunch breaks.

For our Year 7-11 students, touch footy was in full swing this term, along with volley ball and ping-pong. Pauline and
Shelley from Miriki Performing Arts ran a dance session during HPE class and the girls had a great time!

Afternoon Sports



BOARDERS'
NEWS

The strangest term ever – boarding is not the same without our boarders, it was far too quiet and boring!!!

Even though there have been no boarders present, their care has still been a focus of the work we have done this term.
Boarders are amazing, resilient and often the most challenged members of a school community.  They are hundreds of
kilometres away from their home and family, yet they rise to this challenge every day with varying levels of success and it’s
not easy.

Djarragun College has been working on ways to assist students make better choices and obtain better outcomes during their
time here.  So with this in mind, we have some new people on our team.  Boarding now has an Academic Manager and some
of our families will have spoken with Ms Mandy already.  Ms Mandy has worked at Djarragun before and is very successful in
helping students achieve their goals. Some areas of focus will be our study program with the Juniors and also working with
the Seniors on career pathways, helping make the transition from Community to class a successful one. Along with realising
boarders need extra guidance in the academic field, we acknowledge wellbeing is another area where support is needed. 
Boarding will now have two Caseworkers, one for boys and one for girls, to work across day school and in our boarding
houses.  They will spend time with boarders and run programs that will help them cope with the stresses life throws at them. 

T E R M  2    2 0 2 0  •  I S S U E  N O .  8

It is an exciting term ahead as we show our commitment to developing proud, strong, educated Indigenous men and women,
who walk confidently between two worlds, to be leaders and to be role models for their families and communities. 

This term has also been about getting ready for the return of your families and how to do it safely with COVID-19 being a risk.  
We have put in place a very thorough and extensive Risk Management Plan.  We invited Qld Health to look at all our
documentation and had the Public Health Unit tour our boarding and dining facilities; they were confident in our ability to
have boarders back for Term 3 in a safe environment.  A copy of our plan will be sent to your Community Council office,
school and Health Centre next week if you would like to see it.  

For those who play AFL, Cape York Eagles' first game is on
Sunday 19 July, first week back!! 

Enjoy the holidays and we look forward to seeing everyone for the
start of Term 3.

Noela Millican
Head of Boarding
Mobile Phone: 0412 714 789       
E-mail: noela.millican@djarragun.qld.edu.au

Now, you ask what could the Aunties and Uncles do with no-one to look after…well they have
been busy! They have been the ‘go to team’; if anything needed doing well you called the ’go
to team’.  We have filled, delivered and collected work packs all over Cairns, supervised bus
runs, supervised Breakfast Club, called families, put photos and posters together for
boarding and the biggest achievement of all…PAINTED BOYS BOARDING!!!  It looks
awesome.  Here's a couple of pics but I don’t want to take away the surprise.

Travel days for Term 3 are: NT travel on Tuesday 14 July, QLD travel on Wednesday 15 July
and TSI on Thursday 16 July.



T E R M  2    2 0 2 0  •  I S S U E  N O .  8

COVID-19 How Djarragun is Supporting Staff & Students
What is in place

Staff and students have temperature checks upon arrival at the College in the morning and
when leaving school at the end of each day
The College is promoting good hand, sneeze and cough hygiene
There is daily regular scheduled cleaning of staff rooms, offices and classrooms
A cleaning team clean frequently touched surfaces several times a day
The College has provided hand sanitiser for everyone’s use around the school
Where possible, larger meetings have been put off to a later date or we use Zoom for web-
based meetings instead of face-to-face
The College is promoting the strictest hygiene among food preparation (canteen) staff and
their close contacts
We have access to psychologists at Ngak Min for any staff or students that maybe struggling

What you need to do in relation to hygiene & social
distancing

cover your coughs and sneezes with your elbow or a
tissue
put used tissues straight into the bin
wash hands with soap and water for 20 seconds, or
use hand sanitiser, when entering school, and at
regular intervals throughout the day
wash your hands often with soap and water, including
before and after eating and after going to the toilet
avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth
clean and disinfect frequently used surfaces such as
benchtops, desks and doorknobs
clean and disinfect frequently used objects such as
mobile phones, keys, wallets and work passes
increase the amount of fresh air available by opening
windows or adjusting air conditioning

One way to slow the spread of viruses, is social
distancing (also called physical distancing).  The more
space between you and others, the harder it is for the
virus to spread.

ensuring you keep 1.5 metres away from other adults
stop shaking hands to greet others
consider cancelling non-essential meetings. If needed, hold meetings via video
conferencing or phone call or zoom
hold essential meetings outside in the open air, if possible
eat lunch at your desk or outside rather than in the staff room or dining hall
regularly clean and disinfect surfaces that many people touch
open windows or adjust air conditioning for more ventilation
limit food handling and sharing of food
avoid non-essential travel

Whilst the Prime Minister has confirmed that social distancing requirements do not apply in
classrooms for students, steps for social distancing in the College for staff include:

What to do if you are feeling unwell

If you are feeling unwell you must NOT come to school. If you are at school and are feeling
unwell you must go home immediately.  You must notify your Teacher or the front office
(students) or Line Manager (staff) as soon as possible.  If you think you have symptoms of
COVID-19 (fever, cough, runny nose or sore throat), seek medical advice immediately.

There are staff available at Ngak Min medical centre to assist you, Mon-Fri until 4pm, or
contact your own practitioner.Alternatively, call the National Coronavirus Helpline for advice
on 1800 020 080. The line operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

To practice good hygiene you:



TERM DATES

No Student left behind
No Student  he ld  back
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NT Boarders Travel Day 

QLD Boarders Travel Day

TSI Boarders Travel Day

Term 3 Starts 

Year 7 Immunisations HPV catch ups and

meningococcal ACWY

NAIDOC Day Celebrations

National ATSI Children's Day

International Day of World's Indigenous

Peoples

Indigenous Literacy Day

College Father's & Carers Day

Teacher Aide Recognition Day

Student Free Day

Suicide Prevention Week

RUOK? Day

College Open Day

Student Free Day & Boarders Travel Day

UPCOMING EVENTS
14 July

15 July

16 July

20 July

23 July

31 July

4 August

9 August

2 September

3 September

3 September

4 September

7-11 September

10 September

17 September

18 September

CONNECT
WITH US ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

TERM 3

TERM 4

Monday 20 July
Thursday 17 September
Thursday 8 October
Wednesday 2 December

First Day Term 3
Last Day Term 3
First Day Term 4
Last Day Term 4

follow 
us.


