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Michael Barton

L E A R N

Dr Michael

What an action-packed term creating pathways for the students of Djarragun College. We were very pleased to welcome back our
boarding students this term and it has been great to see them mature and settle back into the boarding community. Similarly, we
enjoyed a whole term of having all day students back at the College and while we had to make some changes to our routines, it is
finally good to be back in the swing of things.
 
As you will see in this newsletter, there has been a hive of activity across the College. A highlight for me, was receiving a letter
from our Year 6 students requesting a seniors’ shirt to promote their leadership of our Primary school. Too often we
underestimate the importance of drawing on the power of student leadership, so I was thrilled to support their initiative. I look
forward to seeing them continue to develop into proud and strong Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders.  
 
I’d like to thank the students and staff who hosted the annual Arts Open Day. It was an amazing experience to see the Arts
continue to develop and flourish here at the College and I’m pleased to see other subject areas link into the day as well. The
hospitality students did an amazing job in hosting our visitors to the College and serving and amazing meal. For me, the highlight
was watching the number of students, from across the College, come together to watch the dancing. My inspiration came from
watching students and staff dancing on stage and sharing their culture and bringing their cultures together. At Djarragun, we
pride ourselves on the Djarragun Way principle of acceptance, and what was on display was the actions of this lived reality for our
community. 
 
The College has commenced a significant piece of work around designing the College campus, including developing a Master
Plan for the College. A team of leaders have been working relentlessly on considering the developments that will need to occur
within the next 10 years to meet the increased demand for both boarding and day students at the College. It is my intention to be
in a position to reveal significant aspects of this work at the College Presentation Day in Term 4, showcasing to our community. 
 
Our staff have been actively engaged in a number of key projects across the College, including resetting the ways in which we
work and drawing upon the power of collaboration to achieve leverage of the strengths of our staff. The success of the College
will be determined by how well each member of our College community is involved in taking ownership, responsibility and
accountability for our core work, and this will include our students, families and stakeholders. At the heart of our vision at the
College, is that no student is left behind, and no student held back. That’s a bold vision and this will take the effort of our whole
College community to come together to achieve this. 
 
Term 4 will commence the work of establishing our Community Connect Group. Many schools have a parents and friends or
parents and citizens group that meet and provide input into important College activities. At Djarragun, no such group has existed
in recent years and in Term 4, we will establish a Community Connect Group. The purpose of this group will be to increase
parental and community engagement in the College and to become an important community network for me, the Principal, to
include parent, community and stakeholder input into our work here at the College. I look forward to sharing more information in
Term 4 with our College community.
 
Please sit back, read through our successes for this term and appreciate the hard work of our students and staff at the College.



As we were unable to hold an all of College event due to COVID-19, on Friday 11 September we extended a warm
Djarragun invitation to some guests from our community connections to attend our annual Arts Open Day.  

Our Senior students from Cert II Hospitality prepared what can only be described as an astonishingly amazing 3
course lunch.  Our budding Secondary artists were keen to show off their art work in the Hub gallery, many pieces
sold that day!  The afternoon concluded with some wonderful Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and contemporary
dancing.  Please see our Facebook page for more photos and a gorgeous video.
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SECONDARY
NEWS
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Cairns Career & Youth
Expo
Years 10, 11 & 12 got to visit the
Cairns Career and Youth Expo this
term.  It was great to see our
students interacting really well
with each other, students from
other schools and the exhibitors.
Construction and Armed forces
exhibits were very popular. Some
great hammering skills were also
being shown by some of our girls.

Secondary students have been
working hard in art class this
term producing some beautiful
pieces to be exhibited at the
College's Arts Open Day.  These
3 pieces have been sent off as
entries for the North Qld Primary
Health Network art competition.  

Year 8/9W Boys and  Mr Josh have been
practicing taking ‘hangers’, or ‘screamers’ as
the boys like to refer to them. Each of the
boys had a turn taking a mark and filming
using the using the slow-mo camera
function. The boys used their photos to
create an AFL Skill Tutorials for assessment
purposes.

Year 7 boys working on emotional literacy and also using the senses
to create a poem about Kowanyama.

Deadly AFL Skills

English Lessons Enhancing Creativity



VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION
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What a busy term this class has had!
They've invited the Preps to their
classroom, held mystery box cooking
challenges, held a number of cafe sessions
selling treats to staff, and of course made
50 3 course meals at the Arts Open Day.
Wow! The quality of food that is coming
out of this class is stupendous! 

Cert II Hospitality

Cert II Horticulture
Our Horticulture students have had a busy term.  They have been learning the fine art of propagation, preparing a plant display
and learning to operate basic machinery.  They even had some little visitors from Year 4.  Amongst this, students have even
found the time to work on a new Primary School garden bed at the entrance - we can't wait to see the finished result!

There's some deadly work coming out of these
two classes! Students have been completing
their projects and have been producing some
outstanding work.

Cert II Furniture Making Pathways &
Cert II Engineering
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PRIMARY
NEWS

Our Year 6 students are proud to wear their new senior
Primary jerseys. 

Year 6 Primary Jerseys

Primary students following the Djarragun Way at play time

Year 4 enjoyed visiting the
Djarragun hair and beauty
salon and horticulture sheds

CELEBRATING NATIONAL ATSI CHILDRENS DAY



WELLBEING
T E R M  3    2 0 2 0  •  I S S U E  N O .  9

#letschalkaboutit
Towards the end of term students participated in Lets Chalk about it
and R U OKAY DAY as part of international suicide prevention week. 
This is an important time to raise awareness about mental health and
students were encouraged to share messages related to suicide, as a
way of expressing how they feel.  Staff wore yellow shirts to help
raise awareness of the importance of 'checking in' with loved ones.  

Mr Jason has been working with some of our Year 5 boys each week.  Some of their topics have been focused on the
value of respect, co-operation and teamwork, safety, acceptance, group discussions, strength and balance exercises. The
boys have been practicing being grounded, centered and focused.  Great participation and attitude from these champions!   
It can take real effort to accept each others' ideas for the group to work together and realise that over coming challenges
is easier when we work as a team.  They've had a lot of fun with the challenges Mr Jason set for them.  Well done boys!
 

Rock & Water Program

NEWS



BOARDERS'
NEWS

Miss Mandy, our Academic Boarding Manager, has introduced an afternoon study program with
reading groups and a Study Ladder, which has been very popular. The afternoon reading groups
in particular are a lot of fun and have been a huge success.
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Noela Millican
Head of Boarding
Mobile Phone: 0412 714 789       
E-mail: noela.millican@djarragun.qld.edu.au

Some of our boarders created artworks to present
to Jawun, a company we have a connection to
through their work with the CYP group.  The
artworks were presented at the Cape York Virtual
Executive Visit (via the internet). The gifts were
opened as students spoke a bit about their art,
school, home, dreams and life in boarding.

A lot of our activities are attendance based. We have many conversations with our boarders
about the consequences of not going to class. Whilst they are at home, please speak with them
about the importance of getting an education and how the first step will always involve being in
class, ready to learn.

Enjoy the holidays with your loved ones. We hope to see everyone back on time for the start of Term 4. 

Don’t forget, the AFL Finals are on the first week back!

Our outings have been restricted due to the regulations in place regarding group sizes, but it
hasn’t completely stopped us. Over the term we’ve taken trips to the beach, been night fishing,
watched Brisbane play the Swans at Cazalys and not to mention our always popular Saturday
afternoon shopping trips!

Go the Eagles - our Djarragun boys do them proud!
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Reading Groups in

Girls & Boys

Boarding

Footy in paradise! A lot of Djarragun talent on display.

Doing it tough in Port Douglas!

After a week that took a little from everyone
we needed to nurture our spirit. We are so
lucky Pastor took time to spend the evening
with us weaving his spiritual magic.

Online Study Groups
with Boys Boarding -

Study Ladder Sessions
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OPEN DAYS IN PREP

Book an Open Day place now by phoning us on: 07 4043 3777

Children are invited to attend Prep activities while parents are invited to attend workshops on the Djarragun College Prep
Program, student learning and the curriculum. Djarragun college may be able to provide transport to these sessions for
participants. Please contact the school admissions office to book your child’s place in this program and to organise
transport if required.

Our Prep Open Day is an opportunity to experience the inviting, dynamic and nurturing environment of our Primary School.
This is also a wonderful opportunity for students who are considering attending or have already enrolled at Djarragun, to attend
for a part day, become familiar with our routines and to meet and make friends.

We want to showcase why our school is a leader in the Cairns area and a good choice for your child. We have so many
exciting and personalised programs at Djarragun and we want to share with you the commitment we have in supporting
each child to succeed in their schooling journey.

Parents can contact the Student Enrolments Officer to enrol children for our 2021 Prep
Program any time from September 2020

TERM 4

20 & 27 October and 3 November

11:00am to 1:00pm



TERM DATES

No Student left behind
No Student  he ld  back
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Boarders Travel Days 

Student Free Days

Term  Starts 

Primary Book Fair

Open Day in Prep 11am - 1pm

HPV Immunisations Year 7 (dose 2 and any

catch ups)

Last Day for Year 12 General/Applied Class

Work

Open Day in Prep 11am - 1pm

Open Day in Prep 11am - 1pm

Remembrance Day

Presentation Day

Year 12 Graduation & Formal

Year 12's Depart

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony & Excursion

Water Fun Day

Last Day Term 4

Student Free Day & Boarders Travel Day

UPCOMING EVENTS
6 & 7 October

8 October

12-16 October

20 October

22 October

23 October

27 October

3 November

11 November

18 November

19 November

20 November

1 December

2 December

3 December

CONNECT
WITH US ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

TERM 4

TERM 1,
2021

Wednesday 7 October
Wednesday 2 December

Wednesday 27 January
Thursday 1 April

First Day Term 4
Last Day Term 4

First Day Term 1
Last Day Term 1

follow 
us.


