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Letter from the Principal
In Term 1, I had the privilege of joining the Principals/Headmasters from all the Independent Schools
in Cairns to meet with ISQ Executive Director, David Robertson. It is always a good opportunity to
meet with other independent school heads from across the sector and to focus on how we can be
supporting each other. While we are autonomous as individual schools, will hold a collective focus
on matters impacting our sector.
The independent sector has made a submission to the Federal Government to strengthen the
provision of education in regional and remote areas by increasing the resource levels required to
offer quality education, with an additional focus on Indigenous boarding. This is a particularly
important agenda item for Djarragun, and it was pleasing to hear that the Federal Education
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Minister, Honourable Alan Tudge MP, has a long-term connection to Cairns and Cape York, having worked for the Cape
York Institute (CYP) before entering politics. In fact, when Mr Robertson met with the Minister recently, there was a lengthy
conversation about Djarragun, the important work that Djarragun achieves with students and the Minister was very well
aware of our work. This is very pleasing to hear.
I would like to take an opportunity to share with everyone some exciting news on some new building projects we have in
store for the College over the next 5-6 years. Projects this year will involve an extension of Girls Boarding and extending
our Ngak Min health centre. In Girls Boarding, the plan is to add 20 additional beds and this will increase the current
capacity from 55 to 75 girls. For Ngak Min, the plan incorporates a rear entrance and this will allow Djarragun College
students to access services from the health clinic from a private area. The plan also includes a large open plan office
space, several consultant and treatment rooms, as well as sick bays. This extension will allow staff to have a professional
area to work from and to have one location for all health staff working in in the College. It is planned to have these two
projects built by the end of 2021. The next phase is to relocate Boys Boarding in a new purpose built complex, which will
be located next to the Girls Boarding. Exciting times ahead I hope you'll agree!
In Week 7 of this term, it was a pleasure to host student leaders Lailanee Lui from Primary and Linda Solomon from
Secondary as Principals for a Day, as part of International Women’s Day. They had an opportunity to participate in
understanding the various tasks that a leader in a school undertakes including paying College suppliers, sitting through a
QCE tracking meeting, looking at all the messages and emails, leading a probation review meeting, assisting Student
Services and reviewing and approving assessment tasks. They were both interested in understanding leadership and were
surprised about the variety of roles and work functions a leader is expected to do.
Also as part of the International Women's Day commemorations, Fiona Jose, a member of our Board of Directors and CEO
of CYP, had one of our secondary students, Myar Booth, shadow her as CEO for the day. Myar experienced what it is like to
lead an organisation that is dedicated to empowering the first nations people of Cape York. Ms Fiona really enjoyed the
day and said Myar was a great representative of Djarragun College, that she had a great attitude throughout the day and
took on every challenge of being CEO, including a live radio interview and lunch at the Crystalbook International Women's
Day Luncheon in town.
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ACADEMIES OF
EXCELLENCE NEWS
We have had an awesome start to the new 2021 model of learning available to our students in Years 10, 11 & 12.
The Academies of Excellence offers students a choice of a major field of study for senior schooling. Our Arts
Academy offers VET certificate courses in the Performing Arts and Creative Arts and our Sports Academy offers
VET certificates in Sports Coaching with a focus on AFL or NRL. There has been a lot of student and family
interest in both Academies and this has excited us and challenged us.
Students choose a major course of study for three full days of their weekly timetable, students in the Academy
will also complete their FSK - Skills for Work Certificate, therefore gaining the necessary literacy and numeracy
tick for QCE eligibility. With a return to full-day study of their VET program, students are being regularly reminded
that ‘attendance matters’ and the importance of being at class on time. Following the Djarragun Way,
particularly attendance and being at class on time, are our criteria for attending the Academy experiences.
Here are some of our highlights from Term 1.

Sports Academy
Under our Sports Academy we have the following courses available to students:
NRL Certificate III Sport Coaching with Mr Devon Seymour
AFL Certificate III Sport Coaching with Mr Aaron Davey
The Certificate III Fitness course with Mr Corey Larkin sits outside of the Academy, but is very popular with
the Sports Academy students for strength and conditioning

As part of their strength and conditioning training, AFL and NRL
students have been visiting the ClubONE Gym at Bentley Park with Mr
Corey. The students have set personal fitness goals for the semester
and their interest and engagement at the gym has been excellent.

In the first weeks of term, both the NRL and AFL Academy students
also completed fitness testing by undertaking the beep test and other
agility and flexibility measures before they commenced their fitness
program.
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In Week 4, despite disappointing news for our NRL students that the Matty Bowen 9's
carnival in Ingham was cancelled due to extreme wet weather, students from the
Academy departed for a modified excursion to Townsville to attend the Indigenous
All Stars NRL game instead. Students were taken on a tour of the Cowboys Gym and
training facilities at the 1300Smiles Stadium. They were hosted by Ms Tahlulah's
QRLW Coach and North QLD Cowboys Development Officer, Gavin Lloyd. While the
students were practicing their kicking for goal with their Academy coaches, a
surprise special visitor wandered on to the field, NRL's Matty Bowen, organised by
Ms Tahlulah! Matty answered many questions from the students about his pathway
from Hope Vale to an NRL contract. He spoke about hard work and talent, respect
and responsibility. Matty also presented the Academy with a game football signed
by the entire Indigenous All Stars Team and stayed around for many pics with the
students. Unfortunately, the weather was not our friend again, as he was about to
play a game of touch rugby with our students, when the rain returned. It is hoped that
the Matty Bowen 9's carnival will be played later in the year. Let's keep our fingers
crossed!
After lunch it was time for some indoor fun and a trip to KingPin with the students
playing ten pin bowling before making their way to two great games of footy at the
new stadium! What a memorable trip!
AFL Academy student, Josh
Tilmouth, travelled to Airlie Beach
and represented North Queensland
in a trial selection game with the
Gold Coast Suns. Josh's side won
with Josh kicking 7 goals and
playing an outstanding game. Josh
Interested girls attended the NRL

AFL Academy student, Shelton

earned the next level selection to

Peninsula trials for the open girls

Gallagher-White, has been

play at Metricon Stadium Gold

rugby league team at Stan Williams

exemplifying The Djarragun Way

Coast. A huge congratulations!

Park. Four senior boys have been

since the beginning of the term and

selected in the Trinity Coast South

showing all the qualities of a Leader.

(TCS) team to attend the Peninsula

As a reward, AFL Coach Mr Aaron,

trials for open boys touch football and

organised a personalised video

six boys have been selected in the TCS

message to Shelton from his

team to attend the Peninsula Trials for

favourite AFL player, Daniel Wells, to

13-15 yrs AFL.

congratulate him.
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Arts Academy
Under our Arts Academy we have the following
courses available to students:
Certificate III Creative Arts with Mr Noel Mason
Certificate II Creative Arts with Ms Susan Bishop
Certificate II Performing Arts with Ms Avril Duck

The performing arts Academy
students performed in the
College auditorium in
recognition of Sorry Day this
term, giving three amazing
performances during the day.
They also gave us wonderful
performances in recognition of
Closing the Gap on Thursday
18 March. The aim of the
performance was to
acknowledge the challenges

Students from the
Arts Academy
proudly display their
work.

Indigenous people face. These
challenges greatly affect
statistics for successful
outcomes in education, health,
wellbeing and employment for
Indigenous people and an overrepresentation in incarceration.
Arts Academy students attended the QLD Symphony Orchestra
concert held at the Tanks Art Centre. It was a fantastic outing for
the Arts students to learn and be inspired by the wonderful world
of classical music. The interactive classical music performance
included classical works from modern movies and well known
classical and jazz composers, including Mozart, Haydn and
Gershwin. The students were engaged throughout the whole
performance, although for many, it was the fist time they had seen
or heard many of the instruments before. The Arts Academy team
were rewarded with the positive feedback and the expressions on
the students faces!

Year 12 Cert II Creative Arts student Josh Tilmouth
created this amazing painting this term; Josh
explains his work:
"This painting is
about my culture.
The leaves represent
my people at
Laramba and the
bush medicine. Bush
medicine is good for
my people on
Napperby Station at
Laramba, in the NT."
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PRIMARY &
SECONDARY

NEWS

Year 9 Visual Art students enjoyed their excursion to the Cairns Art Gallery and the Cairns Court House
Gallery this term, having been focused on portraits in class.

Primary students have been enjoying swimming classes in
Gordonvale each week and have gone from strength to
strength!

Ms Elizabeth's Year 5 students have been
investigating mould growth on bread as a
science project and
painting some
lovely art pieces;
this is a crocodile
who splashed the
water as it flicked
its powerful tail to
latch onto its prey.
Year 2's have been creating their own song with Ms
Deborah!
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The whole college has been participating in 'Zones of Regulation'
sessions each week learning to recognise and label emotions. Each
class has created a zones wall like this one. Students learn body
awareness, tools for moving down the zone scale, tools for moving
up the zone scale, tools for getting and staying in the green zone.
Great work team!

National Day of Action
Primary was all set and ready to party at lunch time.
Let’s start and continue the conversation on Bullying - No Way!
We are a school of respect!
We are a school of kindness!
We are a school that says no way
to bullying!

Rock & Water is a program
designed to specifically help young
boys with their relationships with
their peers and staff, in order to reengage in the classroom and
provide them the skills to selfregulate their emotions.
Taught by Case Manager, Mr Jason,
the young men learn when to be a
rock (stand up for yourself) and
when to be water (go with the flow),
learning acceptance and tolerance.
This is some of our Year 5 Boys
taking part and having those
discussions on how to Ground,
Centre and Focus themselves.
Then some fun, team building
challenges!
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Celebrating Good Attendance
Congratulations to the 189 students who each
received a $50 City Beach voucher this term for
achieving 85% attendance or higher in February.

Well done to
our high
attenders!

Monday 8th March was International Women's Day. Year 12 student and
Secondary College Captain, Gloryanna Bon, and VET Coordinator, Ms Leigh
Noremberczyk, were invited to attend the annual International Women’s Day
breakfast at the Cairns Hilton on behalf of the College.
The breakfast is an annual event that celebrates what it is to be a woman
and also announces the winner of the region’s Woman and Young Woman of
the Year awards, along with the Scholarship award.
Year 8 students have been learning
about Longitude and Latitude in Mr
Will's class, whilst Lower Primary
have been enjoying all that their new
purpose built playground has to
offer at playtime.

The Easter bunnies were handing out
chocolate eggs to all our students on
the last day of term!

Ms Nikki's Prep-Year 1 class took home some
lovely Valentine's Day cards and artwork for
their Mum's & carers on Valentine's Day.
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
NEWS
Personal Protective Equipment and WHS, Work Health and Safety, were a hot topic at
the start of the year. Students were introduced to this workplace requirement at the
start of their chosen Vocational Training. Here, the Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander Primary Health students demonstrate Workplace Health and Safety hazard
management in a Health setting.

Try a Trade day
On Tuesday 9th March, 10 students participated in the "Try a
Trade" day at the Cairns Convention Centre. The Cairns
Convention Centre is currently undertaking a 160 million dollar
extension and refit, with over 200 workers on site. The building
and construction industry is one of the biggest contributors to
the Queensland economy and a career in construction can be a
rewarding one.
The day was organised by Construction Skills Queensland and
was designed to give young people an introduction to 3 possible
trades they may like to take on. They covered brick laying,
electrical and carpentry. Three workshops operated throughout
the day, each having an expert in the field demonstrating each
skill set. The students got to participate and have a go at each
one. After this everyone was taken on a tour of the job site
which was amazing, all the students were extremely well
behaved and represented Djarragun College with honour and
pride.
Cert II Outdoor Recreation

Cert II Hospitality students have also had a

students attended Gordonvale

very busy term, including hosting a number of

pool, where they were assessed

Master Mind cafes, where money raised will
go to this

on their ability to perform a
variety of non-swimming and
swimming water rescues and emergency responses. Students
responded impressively to the variety of scenarios they were
given. Fun times were had in the water and they even had the
bonus of some specialised swim coaching from our very own
Mr Lachie!

year's Year
12 Formal!
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BOARDERS'
NEWS
"The purpose of DC Boarding is to provide boarders and their families with a safe, nurturing, culturally supportive
environment where they are acknowledged, have access to an education and develop holistically thereby enabling
them to make decisions that positively impact their future."
- Composed by Boarding staff January 2021
Boarding staff’s first week back of Term 1 saw us in Therapeutic Crisis Intervention training, working on a
slightly-modified program that targeted the needs of both boarders and staff members. Our biggest
achievement that week was the development of our purpose statement for Djarragun College Boarding. This
was completed in a thoughtful, collaborative and respectful manner, with much discussion and many edits.
Our final work product was the opening paragraph you read.
The boarding incentive program continues this year. As a continuation of our strategy to help boarders attend
classes, there is a paid activity offered for any boarder who achieves a weekly attendance rating of 80% or
above. Paid activities will be chosen from various things that Cairns has to offer - ice-skating, tenpin bowling,
laser tag, waterpark, cable skiing to name a few.
I'd like to say a big shout out to our student leaders in both boys and girls boarding. There have been a number
of times when students have stepped up and helped out and been very effective and supportive. This is easy to
see in a moment of unrest, but it's the behind the scenes, quiet conversations, the watching and the prompting
that is most impressive. Actually it's a little bit of magic.
They are becoming great role models for others and are leading the way around how we treat each other with
respect and empathy and in a culturally safe way. This is not always easy, and is especially hard if you have
family or friends trying to pull you in to a conflict, but standing firm is courageous and empowering. Term 2 will
see our Boarding Captains appointed, and I cannot wait to see some of these young men and women step up to
the challenge.
I would also like to thank local Elders of the Yidinji Clan/Tribe who are frequent guests of the boarding houses.
We are very appreciative of their time and look forward to stronger connections with them throughout the year.

Noela Millican
Dean of Boarding
Mobile Phone: 0412 714 789
E-mail: noela.millican@djarragun.qld.edu.au
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On Friday 5 February, two of our boarding students took part in a homeless
Outreach program in partnership with the Rosies organisation. Boarders,
Shelton White Gallagher and Lipau Mene showed great compassion by helping
to serve food and give clothes and bedding to the marginalised in the
community and those doing it rough.
Boarding staff contributed to the outreach by providing donations in the form
of clothing, water bottles and sleeping bags. The boarders did really well at
Outreach and the Outreach team enjoyed having them there.
Shelton said "it is a good thing to give back to the community."
Lipau said "I have been waiting for the opportunity to do
something like this where I can help others that need it."
Both boys said they really enjoyed the experience and can't wait
to do it again in the future.
Here's just some of the evening and weekend activities that our boarders have been getting up to in Term 1 ...
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UPCOMING EVENTS

@djarraguncollege
follow
us.

19 April

Boarders Travel Day

20 April

Term 2 Commences

23 April

ANZAC Day College Ceremony

28 April

Cross Country Trials 10yrs - 18yrs

30 April

Leadership Ceremony

7 May

College Mother's Day

19 May

College Photo Day

26 May

National Sorry Day

27 May

Anniversary of the 1967 Referendum

27 May -2 June Reconciliation Week
28 May

Prep Open Day 11.30am - 1.30pm

3 June

Mabo Day

18 June

P-12 Athletics Carnival

24 June

NAIDOC Day

24 June

Last Day Term 2

25 June

Boarders Travel Day

12-15 July

Boarders Travel Days

19 July

Term 3 Commences

22 July

Year 10 Immunisation Catch Ups

4 August

National ATSI Children's Day

TERM DATES
TERM 2

TERM 3

Tuesday 20 April

First Day Term 2

Thursday 24 June

Last Day Term 2

Monday 19 July

First Day Term 3

Friday 10 September

Last Day Term 3

No Student left behind
No Student held back

