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Letter from the Principal

What a term it has been at Djarragun College. There is so much to be celebrate and I am sure as
you read through this edition of the newsletter, you will see how busy our staff and students
have been. 

It was a pleasure to see our student leaders inducted at the College’s Leaders’ Ceremony in the
second week of the term. The ceremony was delayed twice earlier in the year and while it was
later than we had wanted, it was, nonetheless, a very fitting occasion whereby our College
community celebrated the fine young role models that we have here at the College. I commend
the students who were commissioned as leaders and look forward to the positive impact they
will have on the College.

Several our staff have continued their studies towards the Certificate IV in Training and
Assessment, they have been involved in face-to-face training as well as virtual learning. The
College is committed to adding to our curriculum offerings in 2022 qualifications to enable our
students to study to become a teaching assistant. We hope this then inspires more Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander grandaunts of Djarragun College to complete further studies to
become teachers.

The College community also celebrated many culturally significant events this term, including
National Sorry Day, Reconciliation Week, Mabo Day and NAIDOC Day. I commend the Netat
Bama Kodomir Committee for their leadership and organisation of these very special days for
our staff and students. These are very important events for our College community and we
appreciate your hard work on making these events possible. 

Finally, the College hosted members from the Block Grant
Authority (BGA) who came to visit the school this term. The
BGA is responsible for giving money to QLD independent
schools for building new buildings. The College is very hopeful
that the BGA will fund the development of a new boys’
boarding house and the new girls and boys boarding.
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Our 2021 Secondary College Captains: Gloryanna Bon, Daniel Dau & Shelton White.

Leaders Ceremony
2021
Congratulations to our 2021
College Leaders, who were
inducted in their official
ceremony at the College on
30th April.

Gloryanna is a student who sets high personal academic achievements, with her

positive behaviours, exemplifying our College values and beliefs.  Gloryanna's

resilience and determination to always do her best are qualities that we, at

Djarragun College, are proud to know are instilled in our leader, Gloryanna.

Daniel is an amazing leader, not just within the College community, but also within

his home community of Saibai Island. Daniel is a respectful, courteous young man

who uses his calmness and grace when dealing with students and adults within our

Djarragun community. He has all the traits of a true leader and continues to show

why he is a leader through his conduct everyday. 

Shelton is a kind, respectful and caring young man that has developed into a strong role model.  Shelton's presence is
felt not only in boarding and day school, but amongst the football community as well. Shelton encourages all students
to do the right thing and follow the Djarragun way.  He acts with care, courtesy and reliability.  Back in Shelton's
community of Yuendmu (a remote community 300km North-West of Alice Springs) he is a leader for the Warlpiri kids,
promoting the importance of education, with many wanting to follow in his footsteps of coming to boarding school to
be part of the change.  
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Our students came
together to participate in

a range of wonderful
activities and

performances to
celebrate NAIDOC on 23
June 2021, organised by

Netat Bama Kodomir.



ACADEMIES OF 
EXCELLENCE NEWS

A busy sporting term commenced with our girls AFL team playing at Watson's Oval 29 April, playing and
winning 3 of 6 games in some muddy and rainy weather conditions.  8 students from Primary & Secondary
attended the TCS trials for Cross Country at St Mary's, with 3 Secondary students placing and qualifying to
progress to the Peninsula Trials at Trinity Anglican School. Congratulations to Year 12 student Brendon
Mundraby, who has been selected in the Peninsula Team for Cross Country. Brendon competed well at the
Peninsula trials and will now compete at the State Championships in Ipswich on the 18 July, running a
distance of 8km. Good luck Brendon!! 
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Sports Academy

Arts Academy
Our Certificate II and Certificate III in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Cultural Arts students had the pleasure of
being involved in a three-day print making workshop with
Artist in Residence, Justin Earl Majid.  Justin's work with
our students included drawing their totems and carving
their designs into lino blocks, which was then printed onto  

Our Performing Arts team and Certificate II students worked with the JUTE Theatre
Company, who conducted a four-day workshop called ”DARE TO DREAM”.   Students
went on an excursion to Bulmba-Ja Arts Centre in Cairns to work in a professional
theatre setting.  The students presented a showcase of their skills to invited guests,
student leaders, primary students and staff in May, and what a wonderful
performance it was!  

a 30 metre collaborative artwork banner.  The banner was hung in an exhibition at The Big Print, an event hosted by Cairns
Regional Council and Ink Masters Incorporated at The Tanks Art Centre on 27 June.    

The benefits of this program for these young actors was profound, especially at the

moment of having to overcome shame to be on stage and to stand and have their voices

heard.  Our Certificate II Hospitality students hosted the buffet lunch that accompanied the

Dare to Dream performance. A truly special atmosphere was created for the students to

step on stage. Being able to combine vocations at the College is truly a rewarding

experience for all involved. 

NRL Skills Development day was on 21 May at Barlow
Park Stadium. Students participated in motivational team
building and skills development sessions before their
game. 
On 7 June, 20 students represented the College at the
Schools Statewide Cup for AFL - Senior Boys carnival at
Watson's Oval. The Djarragun team were very competitive

on the day narrowly missing a place in the Grand Final. The boys were commended by AFL Head Coach, Aaron Davey, for their
sportsmanship and ability to gel together as a team.  Tuesday 15 June saw senior students selected in the Djarragun NRL
representative team play at Stan Williams Park in an Open Boys Rugby League Gala Day, organised by Cairns State High
School. The Academy NRL team had a great day!



Two of our Senior Secondary students attended the first
of several Kul Bul (Spirit of Sea Country) workshops at
the Cairns Council offices. The night included the Dawul
Wuru Aboriginal Corporation Experience Co (tourism
company) and a variety of reef conservation/restoration
groups looking at how Indigenous perspectives can
inform how we look after Country, particularly the Reef.
The boys found it interesting and were looking forward to
sharing photos with their families about their experience.
It was also great to hear Uncle Aurie share some of his
knowledge about his reef at Murray Island and some of
the traditional laws that are in place to manage it.  A
great opportunity for our senior students!

PRIMARY &
SECONDARY

NEWS
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On 28 May, we held our first Prep Open
Day of the year, with fun activities being
held in our Lower Primary playground as
a way of introducing young students to
school.  

If you missed out on all the fun, don't fret!
We will be hosting another Open Day on
Friday 3 September at 11.30am.  A
reminder will be posted on Facebook
nearer the time, or pick up an information
leaflet at your local daycare centre!

We had a very special
visitor on 3 June, the
Ampol Men's and Women's
State of Origin Shields!!
What a very special treat
indeed for our students.
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Congratulations to those students who each received a
Cairns Show ticket this term for achieving 85%
attendance or higher in June.  

Celebrating Good Attendance

Well done to
our high

attenders!

Joined by students from other schools in the region, on
18 May our ILF Primary students, Years 5-6,  attended the
first 'Meet N Greet' of the year.  Activities were held
throughout the day and our students were very well
mannered, showed respect and participated well in the
group discussions at the conference. Ms Annie was very
proud at moments to witness them as their mentor.

Indigenous Leaders of the Future (ILF)

There's been a lot of
improvements around the
College this term by our
fabulous maintenance
department, including this
new bench in the MPA,
some new smarter bins
and wonderful new
concrete pathways.

On Friday 7 May, the College hosted
a Mother's Day morning tea at the
front of the school, with a very tasty
chocolate and cream cake! We'll be
hosting a Father's Day morning tea
on Friday 3 September, please look
on Facebook for details and we look
forward to seeing you there!

Ms Karina took some of our senior students to
Women in Trade Day on 28 April at Cairns TAFE. They
each learnt a lot about the industry and even got to try
out the VR goggles!

Happy Mother's & Carer's Day

Our ILF Year 7-9 students attended their meet and greet

on 20 May.  Our students were
supported during the conference to
mix with students from the other
schools, make new friends and
participate in group discussions.

Our Indigenous Leaders of
Tomorrow, Years 10-12, had their
first meeting the following day on 21 
May, where they undertook similar activities, learning to
become proud community leaders.

Women in Trade Day

Team work makes the
dream work! Certificate
II Automotive students
working together to
identify components on
Aunty Colleen’s car.

Year 6 students working as a
team in their 'Zones' class.
They had to work out pull and
weight distribution to enable
movement forward as a group.

Year 4 students had a yarning
circle with a special morning
tea in their classroom, as they
chilled out in their 'green zone'.

Team Work



On 26 May, our Netat Bama Kodomir Committee

hosted a "Sea of Hands" activity during both Morning

Tea and Lunch to promote and celebrate National

Sorry Day. Our dancers entertained their peers during

morning assembly. The following day the Committee

held an official Reconciliation Week opening with a

cake cutting ceremony. Students and staff were invited

to share a slice of cake and various activities were

held each day during lunch time. 

The Committee held a pop-trivia quiz to commemorate

Referendum Day and a wonderful sing along at lunch

time with students.

T E R M  2  2 0 2 1  •  I S S U E  N O .  1 2

National Sorry Day, Reconciliation Week &
Referendum Day 2021

ANZAC Day 2021
The College held a commemorative service for staff and

students on Friday 23 April.  Lest we forget.
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
NEWS 
Certificate II Outdoor Recreation students practiced
their water rescue skills at Gordonvale Pool.
Students all participated enthusiastically and
performed a variety of non swimming and swimming
rescues. They also responded to a variety of rescue
scenarios, in which they identified others in distress
and provided an adequate rescue response.

A number of our students headed out to CQU at the end of term to experience a small taste of university life.  The
program is designed to provide students with an insight into university life and to explain the benefits of obtaining
a tertiary qualification. Through fun and engaging sessions, the students were able to explore what post-school
education is all about. 

Certificate II Construction and Certificate II Furnishing students are leading the pack, with many of the Year 12
students finishing or at near completion of their certificates! This means that valuable time can be used to focus
these students into other areas, such as the critical FSK units, which are vital to ensure that they are eligible for
their QCE by the end of the year. Congratulations Mr Paul and to all the VET staff on their hard work in progressing
the students towards the completion of their certificates and onto their post-graduation pathways!

redesigned simulation Health Training Room. Now known as
landima-L mirrijin gayba-R, which means to teach and learn
medicine in order to make the body feel good (Yidiny language
from Yidinji Tribe).  The opening was well attended and will now
continue to be a valuable resource for our students to get an
insight into the health employment opportunities.  Great work Ms
Julia!

Some of our hospitality students had very busy term, again playing host to their
invited guests at their Big Breakfast. The students choose their menu, ordered the
ingredients, created their workflow plans, cooked, prepared their drinks, interacted
with their customers and then finished the job with a big clean up.  An amazing job
as always!

Another great news story is from within our Horticulture
area with Mr Glenn and his Certificate II students. Just to
prove they do more than prance in the flowers down in
horticulture, as part of their soils module classes students
have been collecting soil samples in little bags.  The soil
samples were sent to the University of Queensland who
will grow moulds, fungi and bacteria 

found in the soil. It is hoped that

more medications, such as

antibiotics, can be developed from

soils samples.  Fun fact - there is

more life in a handful of healthy soil

than there are humans on the earth! 

Another fantastic event this term was
the much anticipated opening of the



BOARDERS'
NEWS
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Noela Millican
Dean of Boarding
Mobile Phone: (07) 4043 3775
E-mail: noela.millican@djarragun.qld.edu.au

Remember – today is the day you can start rewriting your story.

Above was our theme for Term 2 and we have seen young men in boys’ boarding step up and make themselves
heard in the residence, saying “be better than you were, strive harder” which is great to see and hear.

The privilege of paid activities is still our reward for high in-class attendance of 95% and above. This term, we
have been to Timezone, the movies, laser tag, ten pin bowling, ice skating and the Saints vs Crows game. It’s
good to be able to thank those who can follow through with the expected behaviours and who understand they
are here to follow the Djarragun Way.  

We also fished at Redbank, sausage sizzled at Yorkeys, swam at the Esplanade, took a trip to Tobruk pool, hiked,
shopped at Cairns Central and lunched at Palm Cove. Most of us kept our rooms clean, attended classes,
completed community service, played some seriously good NRL and AFL, but mostly spent some great times
with friends and even made some new ones from different communities.

Zones of Regulation classes have been running in girls’ and boys’ boarding for the Year 10s, 11s, and 12s. For an
hour on Monday afternoons, Ms Rebecca, Ms Sarnia and Mr Yor have facilitated Zones of Regulation, teaching
the language of 'Zones' which is promoting emotional literacy. 
  
Girls boarding have been really enjoying netball with Ms Brooke on a Wednesday afternoon and Week 9 saw the
first night of fire pit yarning in boys’ boarding, aimed at the Year 10s, 11s, and 12s. 

The intent of fire pit yarning is to gather Indigenous and TSI males from different walks of life and have them
speak to our young men on the topics of healthy relationships, consent and respect. In its' first week, our invited
guest was Father Brian Lampton. Father Brian spoke from a spiritual perspective, using analogies and song to
connect with our students.  Casey, one of our residential supervisors, was also present. He is involved in the
Kunjur Men’s Collective in Cairns. 

A similar initiative will be started in girls’ boarding in Term 3.
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Here's just some of
the evening and
weekend activities
in Boarding this
term ...

Year 12 Families,remember topurchase yourFormal tickets by30 October!



TERM DATES

 

follow 
us.

Boarders Travel Days

Cairns Show

Term 3 Commences

Year 10 Immunisation Catch Ups

12 Athletics Carnival

Life Ed Van in Primary

National ATSI Children's Day

Int. Day of World's Indigenous Peoples

Cairns Youth & Careers Expo

Indigenous Literacy Day

College Father's Day Morning Tea

Prep Open Day 11.30am - 1pm

Suicide Prevention Week

Arts Open Day

RUOK Day

Last Day Term 3 and Boarder Travel Day

Boarders Travel In & World Teachers Day

Term 4 Commences

Prep Open Day 11.30am - 1pm

Last Day to Pay for Year 12 Formal Tickets

Creating Pathways
For  Every  S tudent
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UPCOMING EVENTS
12-16July

14-16 July

19 July

22 July

23 July

26-30 July

4 August

9 August

26 August

2 September

3 September

3 September

8 September

9 September

10 September

10 September

5 October

6 October

15 October

30 October

CONNECT
WITH US ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

TERM 3

TERM 4

Monday 19 July
Friday 10 September

Wednesday 6 October
Wednesday 1 December

First Day Term 3
Last Day Term 3

First Day Term 4
Last Day Term 4


