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Letter from the Principal
We welcomed everyone back to the College for Term 3 after an eventful COVID-19 break for our community and for
the complete Nation. Sadly, the Brisbane outbreak meant that our dancers were unable to attend the Laura festival
over the break. I also wish to acknowledge the extraordinary efforts of all staff as we yet again pivoted our work
during the 3 day lockdown mid-term due to our not-so-friendly guest, COVID-19. Despite the disruption it has caused, it
was a good reminder about the importance of being prepared and making sure that we continue to develop and refine
our systems and approaches. Who would have thought a few years ago that education could transform its model so
quickly.
The College Board was delighted to receive the NSSAB’s very positive report following its assessment visit that was
conducted in June, a report that confirmed that the College is complying with the requirements for accreditation.
During their visit, the NSSAB representatives frequently expressed how impressed they were with Djarragun, and this
of course reflects well upon every one of our members of staff and our students. The Board has also approved the
immediate appointment of a builder to start construction of 2 projects; an extension to the Ngak Min Health Centre
and an extension to the Girls’ Boarding House. The Board continues working towards securing a grant from the Block
Grant Authority (BGA) for a new Boys’ Boarding House, and hopefully we will have some good news to announce on
that front in a few months.
I wish to advise our families that I have commenced transitioning from the Djarragun College Principal to the
Executive Principal. I have also been appointed to Independent Schools Queensland (ISQ)'s Education Board for a twoyear period. In this role, I will be working with Principals from across the independent sector to shape the educational
position of ISQ and given the context of Djarragun College, to strongly position Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
education amongst that policy position.
It is therefore with great pleasure that I announce the appointment of Mr Damien Gainsford as the Djarragun Campus
Principal from the commencement of Term 4, 2021. Damien is joining Djarragun College from Muswellbrook in New
South Wales, where he is currently the Principal of Pacific Brook Christian School. Damien is a proud Wiradjuri man
born in Orange, New South Wales. Damien’s heart is working with Indigenous communities and he is looking forward
to being the first Indigenous Principal of Djarragun College Campus.
Damien is a school leader who invests in his community and finds fulfillment in establishing himself as a member of
the wider community, not just a school figurehead.

Damien says, “I am passionate about empowering others to play a larger part in shaping
the culture of the environments that they are a part of and making a difference in our
world. This requires us, as pastoral care providers, to lean into our faith and skills and
actively ensure that we act on our curiosities and develop the motivation to be driven to
achieve our potential in being positive contributors to society.”

Dr Michael Barton
Executive Principal
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Prep - Year 12
Athletics
Carnival 2021

On Friday 23 July, we held our annual Athletics Carnival at Johnson Park, Gordonvale.
Students competed in a range of running, jumping and throwing events accumulating
points for our Sports teams of Kundii, Guyula and Waru and competing for Age
Champion medals. We were blessed with fantastic weather and everyone enjoyed the
day. At the end of the day, the results were tallied and team house points were: Kundii
689, Waru 848 & Guyala 1023. Congratulations to team Guyulua on the win!
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Organised by Academies of Excellence teachers Mr Noel and Ms Mandy, students from Prep to Year 12 came together at
the end of term to celebrate The Arts, with activities and performances held for all ages. Thank you to Artist in Residence,
Ms Linda Bates, for her clay workshop, a favourite with students! Tribalmania included an art exhibition of student work in
the Art Gallery (Hub) and the quality of the work was commented on by our invited guests and staff. Once again Ms
Alison and our Certificate II Hospitality students wowed our senses of sight, smell and taste with their creations. The
student's art will be available for purchase in an online auction from 15 October 2021. More information on the art auction
will be posted on the College Facebook page nearer the time.
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ACADEMIES OF
EXCELLENCE NEWS
Arts Academy
COVID-19 impacted the Arts and Sports Academies quite a bit this term unfortunately with the trip to the
Laura Dance festival and Cairns Indigenous Arts Festival (CIAF) being cancelled, along with a visit from
writer Mr Thomas Mayor. We also hope our Year 11 student, Christina Atkinson-Courtney, can experience
her dream of working with a broad range visual artists in Brisbane, at Griffith University, postponed until
next year.
The biggest event of the term for the Arts Academy team was 'Tribalmania', the
College Arts Fair Open Day. The College Arts Open Days are always well regarded by
our external visitors to the school and loved by our students and families, with
students' performances and displays. As well as traditional Torres Strait Islander
dance performances with Uncle Aurie and Ms Annie, Mr Warren performed a
contemporary dance piece with Primary students, which was infused with traditional
Aboriginal movements, supported by Mr Aaron on the guitar. Titled "One's Journey",
the performance dance starts from the shorelines of the beach, travelling through the
rainforest and is performed with emotions to the sound and rhythm of the guitar. The

final piece is the connection to earth with subtle movements to ambient soundscape. The Primary dancers also painted their
own costumes in preparation for day.
Instead of CIAF, the College will now have a stall at the Big Talk One Fire Festival, Fogarty Park, on Saturday 16 October. Our
Certificate II Hospitality students will be selling their food and our dancers will be performing on stage. Come along and join in
the fun!

Sports Academy
The sad news was that Peninsula Athletics Trials and the State Titles for Athletics
were cancelled for 2021, however our Sports Academy good news was to welcome
Mr Peri Creamer as Academy NRL Head Coach this term. Peri has extensive
experience as a Rugby League Coach, Assistant Coach and Manager for various
Rugby League representative teams in South East Queensland.
In Week 7, the NRL Academy team departed on a road trip to Townsville to compete
in the Townsville Rugby League Schoolboys Trophy. Nineteen senior boys and
teachers Mr Devon, Mr Mark and NRL Head Coach, Mr Peri attended. The team had a
fantastic win over North Rockhampton, 30-6! Great results start with preparation and
the boys had a strong warm up and team talk with Coach Mr Peri in the sheds before
running out. On the field Zacariah, Derek and Daniel as forwards were too strong for
the opposition, the speed and agility of our backs along with fantastic leadership
from Captains Orlando and Daniel, saw that the tries were piled on. Well done team!
Jharal Yow Yeh, an Indigenous Australian former NRL footballer who played for the Brisbane Broncos, visited the College in
Week 2. Jharal, who also played QLD State of Origin and for the Indigenous All Stars, spoke to all students in Years 10, 11 & 12
about preparing for life after leaving school and making the most of opportunities. His story was inspirational and emotional as
he shared memories and paid respect to people who helped him on his way to achieving.
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PRIMARY &
SECONDARY

NEWS

The College spent three glorious days at the Cairns Show during
the Term 2 holidays! Balloons were hugely popular prompting
conversation with families about all things Djarragun. It was
refreshing to walk around and see Djarragun everywhere at the
showgrounds. It was so nice to see our families and students pop
in for a conversation and some shade.

Prep Open Day
On 3 September, we held another Prep Open Day, with fun activities in our Lower
Primary playground as a way of introducing young students to school.
If you missed out on all the fun, don't fret! We will be hosting another Open Day
on Friday 15 October at 11.30am. This will be the last one of the year, so make
sure you come along and check out our wonderful facilities. A reminder will be
posted on Facebook nearer the time, or pick up an information leaflet at your
local daycare centre.

Teens Need Vaccines
Thank you to Nicole and Letisha from Tropical Public Health who came to Djarragun to present prizes and prize packs to our
winning students from Years 7-12, who had entered the Qld

Health Teens Need Vaccines t-shirt design competition. A
morning tea was beautifully catered by Ms Alison's Certificate II
Hospitality students.
"The competition was 'judged' by the public on NAIDOC day at a
stall held by Tropical Public Health Services" said Nicole. "The
prizes are fantastic so it is really worth entering" said Art
Teacher, Susan Bishop.
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R U OK? Day 2021
In conjunction with Arts Open Day, Thursday 9 September was also national R U OK? day. This is a
day about raising awareness to check in with mates and ask how they are doing for the opportunity
to improve mental health and reduce suicide. Staff wore a yellow shirt on Thursday to start the
conversation with students and encourage them to start the conversation with each other. It sounds
so simple just to ask "R U OK?" but you also need to be prepared when someone says "no, not really".
The campaign encourages 4 steps in the R U OK? conversation.
1. Ask the question
2. Take time to listen
3. Encourage action (which might be seeing a counsellor or doctor)
4. Checking in later on

Happy Fathers & Carers Day
Fathers and Carers were invited for morning tea on Friday 3
September at the College. Like Mothers and Carer's day the school
arranged a gift for each child to take home and students were able
to design a card to take home with their gift.
The chocolate cake was a huge hit!
Meet Mango, Lucy's little
sister! Ms Claire brings both
Lucy, and now Mango, who
are therapy dogs, to the
College regularly for the
wellbeing of all students and
staff. We all enjoy their
company!

Winners are grinners! ️Pizza party for great attendance

Lower Primary have been curious about fossicking for diamonds

and behaviour in Primary at the end of term.

this term! Let's hope they found some!
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2021 Early School Leavers
Survey
The Queensland Government is seeking the support of
the school community for the annual survey of Year 10,
11 and 12 students who left school in 2020, before
completing Year 12.
This short, confidential survey collects information
about what young people are doing the year after
leaving school.
The results of the survey help provide valuable information to improve services available to school leavers in the
future.
Between August and September, these school leavers can expect to receive instructions to complete a webbased survey or a telephone call from the Queensland Government Statistician’s Office. Please encourage them
to take part. If their contact details have changed, please assist the interviewer with their updated details or
forward the survey to their new address so they can participate.
Thank you for your support of Next Step post-school destination surveys in 2021.
For more information, visit www.qld.gov.au/nextstep/ or telephone toll free on 1800 068 587.

Join us at Fogarty Park on Saturday 16 October at the
Umi Arts Big Talk One Fire Festival! The College will
have a stall, our Certificate II Hospitality students will
be selling their food and our dancers will be
performing on stage. Come along and join in the fun!
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
NEWS
This term, the VET staff welcomed two new members to the Trades Centre team; Mr Patrick Hughes, who has over 40
years experience in the construction, furnishing and marine industries and Mr Brydon Pickup who, working closely with Ms
Karina, has done some fantastic work on the redesign of the Automotive/Metal Engineering workshop. The Trades Centre
is looking really good and the students will gain valuable practical experience in a much more professional environment as
a result of the hard work.
Down in the Certificate II Furnishing area, Mr Patrick made a great start with some
technique work with the handsaws and chisels. These skills will be essential as
students move into some fantastic projects that Mr Patrick has planned, including
foldaway stools. Students are producing some very neat work.
Mr Brydon has also been seeing some great work this term, as the students have
been honing their welding skills in their Certificate II Engineering classes. If you
think the dice are big, you should see the backgammon board they come with!
Mr Will continues to do fabulous work with his Certificate II Outdoor Recreation students. This term, the students went to Fitzroy
Island, focusing on snorkeling as a recreational activity, and Babinda Boulders to complete more of their freshwater
assessments. We are excited to be combining programs with the Outdoor Recreation students; Certificate II Hospitality
students provided the catering for the excursions, whilst being being taught how to snorkel or be rescued by Will's students, and
Ms Bettina's Year 10 Science class had the amazing opportunity to join the Outdoor Recreation student's excursion to Fitzroy
Island.
At Fitzroy, the group were fortunate enough to have Samantha Gray, the Education Manager of GBR
Biology, join them. The students were introduced to Portia, a green Sea turtle who was rescued in
2018 by the Turtle Sanctuary. Students learnt about how turtles live in the oceans and what some of
their threats are in the ocean. They then went on a glass bottom boat to Shark Fin Bay and observed
the amazing coral reef we are lucky enough to have at our back door. The students got to see the
different types of coral living on The Reef and learnt the names of the coral and fish they could see.
After lunch they then went to go for a snorkel for a whole hour. For many students this was their first
time snorkeling and they learnt many different things about the condition of The Reef and the
abundant wildlife. The day included a cultural walk on the Island and students were privileged to
hear some stories about Fitzroy Island from the perspective of a Traditional Owner.
To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion, the Queensland Government, through the Great
Barrier Reef Education Experience Program, provided a subsidy to the school of $40.00 per student who went
on the excursion.

Ms Jill has been busy arranging work experience for senior students as well as interviews for some of our students who
have been applying for Commonwealth Bank traineeships. School based traineeships are such a brilliant way introduce
students to a workplace environment, whilst still being able to study and make a few dollars along the way. It is a valuable
learning experience about workplace responsibilities and expectations.
Senior students attended the Cairns Youth & Careers
Expo and as usual had a lot of fun trying out all the
different activities on display. The students always
seem to enjoy this day and hopefully it has given them
some serious options when it is their time to leave
school, as well as opening their eyes to a world of
opportunities waiting for them.
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BOARDERS'
NEWS
‘The Djarragun Way’ focus for Term 3 in Boarding was attendance and uniforms; attend all classes and be ready to learn,
and wear our uniform with pride. This is something all our students agree to when they start here at Djarragun College.
There are some students that are struggling in both these areas and we have noticed that school shoes are sometimes an
issue and can be a cause for truanting. Please can we remind our boarding parents to ensure that shoes have been
packed for students ready to start the term. If you are having problems with uniform, please give me a call or email.
Football was, as always, a big part of our after school activities in Boarding with boys and girls playing in both AFL and
NRL local teams. There was good attendance at training this term. A few students whose behaviour and attendance was
below par missed out, but they had the opportunity to get it right the following week to be able to play.
This term we started Rhee Taekwondo lessons. We were approached and offered 6 trial lessons to see if there was any
interest. Student feedback was really positive and Mr Allan was very impressed with our young men and women, he said
they were polite, attentive and followed instruction well. We hope to continue lessons next term as well.
Brooke and the Diamond Spirits have returned to their Thursday afternoon slot in Girls Boarding. This is a great way
for the girls to get together socially, as well as playing a good game of basketball to let off seam at the end of the
school day.
Weekend activities were varied and well attended this term.
Activities have included fishing at Red Bend, Salvation Army Youth
Group, shopping on Saturday mornings, trips to the Cairns Esplanade
and trips to the beach. Students also got to go to the cinema to see
Space Jam 2 – enjoyed by EVERYONE!!!
Noela Millican
Dean of Boarding
Mobile Phone: (07) 4043 3775
E-mail: noela.millican@djarragun.qld.edu.au

We can't wait to see you back in Term 4!

Congratulations Lions, proud moment for
Djarragun having two family members in
the team!

Congratulations Lipau
on getting your leaners!

Rhee Taekwondo lessons in Boys
Boarding
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Term 3 fun times in Boarding ...

Year 12
Familie
s,
remem
ber to
purcha
se your
Formal
tickets
by
30 Octo
ber!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

CONNECT
WITH US ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege
follow
us.

5 October

Boarders Travel In & World Teachers Day

6 October

Term 4 Commences

15 October

Prep Open Day 11.30am - 1pm

16 October

Big Talk One Fire Festival at Fogarty Park

30 October

Last Day to Pay for Year 12 Formal Tickets

2 November

Community visit to Doomadgee

11 November

School Immunisations, Year 7 2nd Round

17 November

Presentation Day

18 November

Year 12 Graduation and Formal

30 November

Year 6 Graduation

1 December

Water Fun Day. LAST DAY TERM 4

2 December

Boarders Travel Out

24 January

Term 1 Commences
Qld New & Returning Boarders Travel In

25 January

Qld New Boarders Orientation
Returning Qld Boarders Day 1

2 February

NT New & Returning Boarders Travel in

3 February

NT New Boarders Orientation
Returning NT Boarders Day 1

31 March

Last Day Term 1, Boarders Travel Out

TERM DATES
TERM 4

Wednesday 6 October

First Day Term 4

Wednesday 1 December Last Day Term 4
TERM 1

Monday 24 January

First Day Term 1

Thursday 31 March

Last Day Term 1

