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Letter from the Campus
Principal

a clear and precise improvement agenda;
open and transparent communication to all stakeholders (that includes a feedback culture);
consistency in teaching practice and behaviour management;
has engaging and inviting learning spaces that are well resourced; and
everyone has pride in the appearance of themselves and the environment; 

Ngadhu nginyalgir gawaymbanhadhu or Welcome to all
 
My name is Damien Gainsford and I am a proud man of the Wiradjuri tribe in central New South Wales. I am also
the new Campus Principal of Djarragun College.  My wife, Leisa, and I have eight children with five of these
attending Djarragun this year and one more to come in 2023. 

I began my teaching career in Dubbo in 1997 and have spent time leading schools in Queensland, Papua New
Guinea, Torres Strait Islands, Cambodia and New South Wales. I am very excited to be part of the Djarragun
community.  The school has seen significant growth over the past 5 years and I would like to personally thank Dr
Michael Barton (and the staff here) for their outstanding efforts and commitment to Djarragun. It is certainly with a
humble and respectful heart that I have taken over to guide our school into the exciting future that lies ahead. 
  
At the time of publishing this newsletter, the end of the 2021 school year is upon us and this is the time that we
often spend reflecting on achievements and positive experiences that we have enjoyed with our students, families
and peers. We have just said farewell to our Year 12 graduates and have had the resulting celebratory events at the
College. These events give us an opportunity to celebrate with our students, families and staff the
accomplishments that have been achieved over the past 12 months. I have had the pleasure to sign over two
hundred certificates that were given to students on Presentation Day.  One of my favourite scriptures that I have
used in my career in education is; 'Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from
it.' - Proverbs 22:6. This is not only important for us to follow as educators, but also as we engage in relationships
with each other. By this I mean, if we work collaboratively to address any concerns, then the learnings that are
created together will ensure the right choice is made in the future and a closer and more effective working
relationship is formed. 

My vision for Djarragun College is very much a combination of the CYP vision statement: 'To empower Indigenous
people of Cape York Peninsula to have the capabilities to choose a life they have reason to value' and the Djarragun
College vision statement: 'To be the school of choice for students, parents and communities in Cape York and the
Torres Strait Islands'.  I like to think of educational settings as having a simple purpose; students are sent there to
be taught and staff are employed to educate them. If our focus whilst we are doing this has the following:

then we will ensure that this generation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children will make a successful and positive difference in whatever post-schooling 
field they are engaged in. 
 
I look forward to the coming years with great anticipation and sharing some 
wonderful experiences and moments with you and your family.

Mr Damien Gainsford
Campus Principal
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Celebrating our Year 12's at their Graduation Dinner and Formal 2021
What a lovely evening.  We're so proud of our 45 graduates of 2021, we wish each and every one of you well for
your future endeavors.  Congratulations to all our Year 12 graduates from 2021!
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Djarragun
College

Presentation
Day 2021

On Wednesday 17 November, the awards flowed and booming applause
followed at Djarragun College’s 2021 Presentation Day. The ceremony
was a brilliant display of Indigenous culture and the Year 12 graduates
were celebrated in style. This is a very special day when we recognise our
students’ academic, sporting, cultural, citizenship and leadership
achievements for the year. We are proud of our students and the hard
work they have put in. 

This was also the first official event for new Campus Principal, Mr
Damien Gainsford, who was proud of the students and the school.  “It
was a fantastic celebration of student achievement today, and also their
cultural identity,” he says.
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PRIMARY &
SECONDARY

NEWS
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Kaiadil Binjari
When I finish school I
will work at the
recycling. 

When I Finish School
After the Year 12’s formal, the Prep and Year 1students discussed what they will do when they finish school. 

2022 College Leaders
On 17th November, our College leaders for 2022 were announced and  took their Leadership Pledge together in
front of the departing College Captains and the rest of the school.  For Primary our Captains will be Daniel Burns-
Garrett & Tia Singleton. Our College Captains for Secondary will be Gwenda Jones, Linda Solomon & Japheth
Wosomo.  Congratulations and we can't wait to see you in action during 2022!

Cal Wells
When I finish school, I
will be a Fire Fighter. I
will protect everyone
and put the fire out. That
way I will be a hero for
everyone. 

Eli Bell
When I finish school I’ll
be a police man. A
police man who catches
a Kangaroo.

Boh Gainsford
When I finish school I
will be a policeman and
a scientist.

Zay Krnjacki-Allen
When I finish school I
am going to have a
house and work at the
zoo.

Black Out Talent Day
On 29 October staff &
students across the campus
were involved in Black Out
Talent Day, organised by the
Netat Bama Kodomir
Committee!
Our MC for the afternoon was
comedian Sean Choolburra.



Big Talk One Fire Festival 

On Saturday 16 October our amazing staff and students volunteered at our arts

and marketing stall (which was on point with banners, portable TV displaying

some wonderful photos, student artwork on display, information brochures,

flyers, magnets, pens and wristbands all very popular with the crowd), and our

hospitality stall, lead by Ms Alison and supported by Ms Jill. 

The food at the hospitality stall received endless positive comments from

customers and the organisers of the festival about the outstanding quality and

presentation of the food. In the late afternoon, our Torres Strait Islander

Cultural Dance Group, lead by Aunty Annie and Uncle Aurie, performed on

stage. With their new costumes, they looked very professional and for their

closing song, students gathered members of the audience to join them on

stage.  Amazing work everyone, a huge effort! Well done!

ACADEMIES OF 
EXCELLENCE NEWS
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Hamlet and the Climate Emergency 

Ms Avril Duck, VET Trainer for Performing Arts, directed 'Hamlet & the Climate

Emergency' at The Tanks Arts Centre this term, as well as designing and

coordinating the set for the performance. Ms Avril encouraged several

students to work with her on the set production and learn the art of directing. 

 Mr Warren Clements, VET Trainer for Cultural Arts, performed on stage,

performing in two roles in the play, 'King Julius' and 'Ghost'. Mr Michael Skipp

from Middle School was also on stage with his role of 'Laertes'.  Visual Art

teacher & trainer, Ms Susan Bishop, curated a ‘pop-up’ environmental art

exhibition of ‘talking pieces’ for Hamlet and the Climate Emergency.  

Seventy-four students from Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 attended the matinee

performance on 21 October which was enjoyed by all.  It provided an

opportunity for our students to see the hidden talents of our staff showcased

in the performance. 

Hospitality Academy 

Exciting news to share this term is that Certificate III Hospitality will be

available for students in Senior School to select in 2022 as a major course of

study under the Academy model.   The inclusion of Hospitality sees the

Academy grow to three sectors: Sports, Cultural Arts and Hospitality and all

have the potential to interrelate.  

We look forward to seeing the work of the Hospitality Academy students next

year! 
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Water Fun Day What a wonderful way to end the term for our fabulous
students and staff - a lot of fun was had by all!  
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
NEWS 
Despite being a shorter term, Term 4 was packed full of activities and events. Teachers pushed our Year 12 leavers hard to
complete as many certificates as they possible could before leaving school.  

Amongst the chaos of trying to get students across the line, Mr Will managed to take his Certificate II Outdoor Recreation
students to Lake Tinaroo for the paddling component of their course.

On Tuesday 26 October, Outdoor Recreation students attended Lake

Tinaroo Environmental Education Centre to complete two paddles

as part of their studies in 'Paddle a craft using fundamental skills.'

Most students had little paddling experience but put great effort

into learning and applying these new skills. Students even

completed capsizes and rescues on a sit on top kayak and canoes,

which involved lots of excitement and laughter especially when Mr

Will was capsized into the water whilst 'rescuing' a student. It was

great to see people excelling outside of their comfort zone and

enjoying their shared experiences together. 

Students were also able to finish off their snorkeling component of

their course on board Reef Magic's pontoon.

Later in the term we had the Department of Transport come and

deliver the Learner Licence written test. 15 students attended and

passed their written test, congratulations!

Part of the great opportunities that Djarragun can provide our students is the
chance to participate in work experience, this gives them a taste of what life will be
like once they leave the school. 3 Senior students participated in work experience
with Yarrabah Shire Council. The boys thoroughly enjoyed the experience,
appreciating the opportunity and received excellent feedback from all involved.

Ms Leigh was able to provide a similar life experience for Certificate II Salon
Assistant students who attended the Demi International Training Campus. The
students experienced some new hairdressing techniques, met other students and
asked questions about Demi International as an option post Year 12. Delmah was
the star, who displayed her talents to the Demi International students on how to
complete a 5-strand braid. This was then filmed by the students to refer back to
later! Well done to all the Salon students who attended. 

The Business Liaison Association (BLA) awards celebrate the outstanding
achievements of our Far North Queensland students and schools. Awards are
presented in a whole range of categories and we were fortunate to have two
representatives in the Awards to showcase the talent within Djarragun College. 
 

Ms Alison Conroy was announced as the VET Trainer of the Year and Year 12
student, Daniel Dau, was announced the winner in his category for Hospitality &
Tourism. The awards are recognition of the great work that both Alison and Daniel
have put in during the year. Well done and well deserved!



BOARDERS'
NEWS
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From all your Djarragun family in Boys and Girls Boarding, we hope you have an incredible holiday!  

We can't wait to see you all flying back in for Term 1, 2022 and to hear all about what you got up to over the break!
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Term 4 fun times in Boarding ...



follow 
us.

TERM DATES

Qld New & Returning Boarders Travel In

Qld New Boarders Orientation

Public Holiday

Term 1 Commences

NT New & Returning Boarders Travel in

NT New Boarders Orientation

Returning NT Boarders Day 1

Cairns Come Try Day - Tourism Careers

Leaders Ceremony

Clean Up Australia Day

Cross Country Carnival P-12

JCU Health Career Breakfast

Year 7 Immunisations

Close the Gap Day

Harmony Day

College Photo Day

Last Day Term 1, Boarders Travel Out

Qld New & Returning Boarders Travel In

NT New & Returning Boarders Travel In

Term 2 Commences
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UPCOMING EVENTS
24 January

25 January

26 January

27 January

2 February

3 February

16 February

25 February

2 March

4 March

10 March

17 March

21 March

24 March

31 March

19 April

20 April

21 April

CONNECT
WITH US ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

TERM 1

TERM 2

Thursday 27 January
Thursday 31 March

Thursday 21 April
Friday 24 June

First Day Term 1
Last Day Term 1

First Day Term 1
Last Day Term 1


