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Athletics Carnival 2022
It was a mammoth and successful day, with a great time being had by staff a students alike.  Here's some of the

highlights ...



PRIMARY & SECONDARY
NEWS
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Our One Blood Dancers at the 30th Anniversary Mabo Day celebrations, Cairns Showgrounds,

organised by our Netat Bama Kodomir Committee.  It was a brilliant performance.

Djarragun College partnered with a 100% Aboriginal owned digital and web development company

called Ngakkan Nyaagu (NGNY), whereby Liam Ridgeway hosted a student consultation with 10

The Secondary and VET space was very busy this term, not only with learning but also excursions and visiting guests. To name a few activities we

had a combined Science and Business trip to Rainforest Station for Year 9 students, chosen students attending Navy Work Experience Program at

HMAS Navy Base in Cairns, Deadly Rockets from James Cook University visiting and bringing their rockets with them and our One Blood Dancers

going to Cairns to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Mabo Day.

Liz Thomas

Head of Teaching & Learning Secondary & VET Peter with his winning 

t-shirt design, which has

now been printed for

Cape York Partnership to

be worn with pride at 

 this year's NAIDOC

celebrations. 

During Term 2, we celebrated our many talented artists. As part of the Middle School Art

lessons, students entered the Teens Need Vaccines Art Competition with two of our

students winning prizes. Holly Douglas, who won a family trip to Green Island and Zion

Guligo, who won a $100 voucher for art supplies. Peter Levi produced a beautiful piece of

work that won the CYP NAIDOC T-Shirt competition. 

Senior Secondary students.

The 1 day workshop was called ‘Meeting

Where You Are’ and students

contributed to gather insights about the

digital and online habits of young

Indigenous people, as it relates to their

social and emotional wellbeing (SEWB).

The goal of NGNY is to create an online

service for young Indigenous people.
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Primary staff and students participated in an end-of-term Fun Day to celebrate their
successes and achievements. The wide range range of activities included beading,
mobile making, sewing, weaving, painting, ball games, a movie and break-up party. A
highlight for Years 5 and 6 this term was Uncle Warren and his hospitality students
hosting a fun and engaging MasterChef-style pizza cooking session.  Senior Primary
students have also been participating in the Respect Me program.  Respect Me is a
healthy relationships program, designed to encourage children and young people to
consider their own identities, values, and expectations in the context of their friends,
family and community.  It covers topics like gender and stereotypes, our rights and 

As part of acknowledging and celebrating 'National Reconciliation Week' on 26th May - 3rd June, circle time and activities were organised by our Netat Bama
Kodomir Committee, including a 'sea of hands' and cake cutting ceremony.

Ms Cecelia organised National Sorry Day celebrations for Primary students which included an explanation of the meaning of National Sorry Day, singing the National
Anthem, saying The Rainbow Prayer and listening to Mau Power and Archie Roach singing, "Freedom". This was followed by some hands on activities where the older
students were paired with their younger peers to complete the activities together. As part of Reconciliation Week, the Primary school took part in a Nature walk to
gather resources for their Art activities.

On Referendum Day, Friday 27 May, Prep, Year 1 and 2 were invited to help cut the cake. They said the cake was fluffy and tasty!

James Cook University (JCU) partnered with Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander Foundation (QATSIF) presented the Deadly Rockets program at Djarragun for

both Primary and Middle School students. The aim of the program was to raise rocket

awareness and discuss the importance of future engineering for earth and space

exploration and to improve and preserve humanity. Students had fun observing and

being apart of the rocket launch (water pressure) process.

Miss Renee, Mr. Jarrod and Mr. Trevor are the

Middle School science teachers at Djarragun

College, currently delivering astronomy, biology

and chemistry subjects this semester. These

topics intertwine with the rocket program

including chemical compound fuels. 

Primary students participated in a range of

practical experiment-based learning activities and

explored the science behind rockets, flight,

forces and the laws of motion. They were very

excited to find out whose rocket could fly the

furthest.

Marnie Carrison

Head of Teaching & Learning Primary & Student Services

responsibilities in friendships and relationships, and consent in a safe and age-appropriate way. 

Aymeric Pinon from Education Interactive - Forensic Science - 'A Case of Emergency' lead our Year 3-
6 students on an inquiry-based learning experience, where they took on the role of a forensic scientist.
The students analysed evidence at workstations and pieced together the clues to solve the crime.
Students were highly engaged in the activities.



ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE
NEWS

The Academy of Sport

What a busy term, firstly we have a new gym set up in the sports centre which has been planned to deliver specific outcomes and learning for our

Academy students. Under the direction of Corey Larkin we are aiming to educate our students on lifting techniques, sport specific resistance training and

how strength and conditioning can assist sports performance. We have recognised that strength and conditioning is an area that is under utilised in FNQ

and we intend to develop in this space with our students.

The Cowboys Challenge is the local Cairns Senior Boys Rugby League Competition that happens every Wednesday.  On Wednesday 4 May round 1 finally

began and our Djarragun team travelled to Woree State High School to play their senior team. We put in a strong effort early in the game and it looked to

be a close contest for the game, however the team's conditioning took a turn in the second half and in the end we went down to WSHS 12 - 30. Over the

term, our Djarragun Senior Boys team played against Gordonvale State High School and Bentley Park College.  The team played extremely well together. 
 

On Wednesday 8 June our Senior Boys NRL rugby league team played in the quarter final of the Cowboys Challenge. The team put on a brave

performance but unfortunately went down to St Augustine’s College 32-12. The game was refereed by an Assistant Principal at Cairns State High School

who was proud of our team's efforts throughout the competition and in the quarter final. 

The Senior Boys participated in the Senior Schools AFL Cup competition on Monday 6 June. The team defeated Trinity Bay College in game 1, lost the

second game to Cairns State High School, lost the third game against eventual champions St Augustine’s and won to finish 3rd overall against Trinity Bay

College. Well done to the team!  

On Wednesday 23 June we helped run a rugby league gala at Yarrabah to promote our NRL Academy Program and to build relationships with the

community. We took a group of 9 students from Cairns to participate in the development activities and also to assist in some of the coaching of the

activities.  It was a great day and very well turned out.
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Devon Seymour

Acting Sports Academy Lead

In exciting news, Djarragun College Senior Boys NRL Rugby League team has been invited to

participate in the Quad series finals in Townsville in August, due to a school from a region

withdrawing. Whilst we will not be able to progress, if we produce great results it is a great

opportunity for development in preparation for next year's season.



The Academy of Arts - "Culture Through Our Eyes” A First Nations Youth Exhibition 

Industry consultation and working with Industry is a very important component when delivering a Vocational Education Course. Engaging and partnering with UMI

Arts has enabled fourteen of our Academy Arts students to participate in a young First Nations Exhibition, held at the UMI Arts exhibition complex.
 

This has given our students the opportunity to introduce themselves into the arts industry and gallery practices, as well as providing the opportunity for each

student to engage in a self-directed, creative project.
 

The project has also encouraged the students to engage with the local art community and teach them about the potential pathways for a career in the art

industry.  Culture Through Our Eyes is a new program developed by UMI Arts, designed to encourage individual artistic endeavour, all while providing an

introduction to the art industry to interested First Nations students from Cairns and surrounding regions. The program has been developed as an opportunity for

our young First Nations creators to showcase their diverse and unique artworks.  Students were encouraged to create an artwork which shares how they view

their Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture, through their eyes. The students created an individual artwork to the brief. 

The Academy of Hospitality

Wow what a huge Term 2 it has been for our Hospitality Students.  Students have been working with several different products and coming up with new recipes

from a pulled crocodile lotus bun to a mild sweet goat curry and sushi cupcakes.  Hospitality students have participated in many catering events this term which

include: Staff Celebration Days, catering for the Block Grant Authority Committee on 24 May and catering for the University of Newcastle on7 June.

The Hospitality Department is now undertaking outdoor catering for the JCU Strikers Soccer Club and Cairns Netball. Strikers have requested prepared frozen

meals for their canteen every weekend and Cairns Netball have requested Sushi every Tuesday and Wednesday. What does this mean for our students? Students

will learn how to prepare and cook meals, store meals and package meals correctly. Units that will be signed off in the duration of their course! Fantastic news!
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Photos courtesy of Lovegreen Photography

Alison Conroy

Academy of Hospitality 

Noel Mason 

Dean of Academy of Arts 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
NEWS 

Workplace health and safety in a large fabrication factory.

Environmental impacts from processes and minimising waste.

The importance of teamwork and how a production line works for fabrication and fit out.

Constant improvement in processes resulting in better productivity and improved safety.

Variety of in-house trades such as boilermakers, fitters and auto electrical as well as other professions such as labourers, sales and marketing

and storespeople.

External jobs like painters and transport/delivery drivers. The Norweld team has grown over the last 50 years from employing six staff to now

employing over 80 staff and having multiple sites throughout Australia and a large demand overseas for Aussie built 4x4 accessories.

Students participated in work experience this term.  Work experience is so important and students gain so much value from participating, it is on-

the-job learning, which is a very large aspect of VET qualifications.  We are so proud to hear that our students have received very positive

feedback from their placements.

Senior students undertook their Learner Licence written test on Friday 20 May and also had a visit from the Defence Force on Tuesday 17 May,

regarding opportunities the Australian Defence Force have to offer. This information session was be conduct by 2 officers that are part of the

Indigenous Pathways program for the Cairns office.

In Week 5, VET students participated in Future Ready with CQU. The program focused on being future ready and what the next step is when you

finish your secondary education. 

During Week 6, Mr Brydon took his Certificate II Engineering students on a Norweld Cairns Tour. The BLA (Business Liaison Association) in

conjunction with the Cairns Manufacturing Hub have been working together to provide a program that will enable students to experience what a

career in the manufacturing industry looks like on a daily basis and allow students to meet industry experts. The tour started with a safety

induction, then into the plate shop where students were able to see the CNC router in action as it cut out each component from the aluminium

plate. Next stop was the bending department where the plate is folded to the required angles using one of the two 40 tonne bending press

machines. The welding bays followed, where a series of templates were being used to assist with Welding of headboards, canopy doors,

canopies, and ute trays. Last was fit-out where all the final touches were completed including all electrical wiring. Students toured the facility and

experienced the busyness of full-time fabrication.
 

Key topics learnt and discussed included;



The Certificate II Hospitality students had a very successful café this term - knocking out tasty burgers, yummy slices, coffees and cold drinks.  The

proceeds from their K4 café services and events this year will go towards the Year 12's school formal.

T E R M  2  2 0 2 2  •  I S S U E  N O .  1 6

Rachael Keiley – Plumber

Karina Nerot – Diesel mechanic

Olivia McKay – Civil projects Training Coordinator

Chelsea Swales – Marine Parts Interpreter

Natali Cleary – Project Manager

Jennah Halley – Refrigeration mechanic

Mr Will was out and about bushwalking again this term, taking with him a number of excited

Certificate II Outdoor Recreation students. The students loved the opportunity to go on these walks

and find them to be a great way to see some of the beautiful country that we have in the region

while completing their assessments. 

On Tuesday 7 June Shannille, Dulcie, Elsie, Timesha, Ziarna and Ailan attended the National

Association of Women in Construction (NAWIC) speed careering even at Cairns TAFE with Mr

Lachlan. There were 6 different role models from various industries around Cairns at different

stages of their careers:

The students were set up on different tables with 5 minutes of time with each role model where

they shared their story and students had the opportunity to ask questions.  There was a broad

range of trades covered and the participation by all of the students was impressive, they were

great role models for Djarragun College. Our students were reminded how fortunate they are to

have access to the various trades through their secondary schooling. The opportunity to do work

experience and get a foot in the door with that when they finish school is going to put our students

in good stead when they enter the workforce. 

Jill McILwain 

VET Trainer and Assessor 

Lachlan McDonald 

VET Coordinator

Miss Leigh has been supporting one of our Certificate II Salon student's, Shanny Wilson, to design a mannequin

head to enter into the Cairns Show this year.  Good luck Shanny!

Our Year 12 students went to Nintringangyi Cultural Training Centre Wednesday 15 June to participate in a Work

Opportunity Network (WON) workshop. The workshop was conducted in conjunction with CYP (Cape York

Partnerships) staff members and DIYDG (Deadly Inspiring Youth Doing Good). The day was full of a lot of fun

activities and information in regard to supports and services that are available to our Year 12 students this year and

next year also when they have finished school.



BOARDERS' NEWS
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Term 2 in Boarding looked like this...
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Congratulations to the 77 students who had 85% attendance or over in the final couple of weeks at the end of Term 2 and were awarded with

Cairns Show tickets and ride vouchers.  We hope you had a great time at the Show!

Having high attendance at school is key to getting the most out of your education. Djarragun College believes in celebrating our students' good

attitude towards learning and rewarding those who take responsibility for their education.  So well done to those students and keep up your

attendance for Term 3!

School Attendance & 
Class Attendance Winners

Families, carers and

friends are invited to our

2022 Arts & Hospitality

exhibition 'Many Tribes,

One Blood' on Tuesday 6

September. Please join

us if you can!

Djarragun College had a stand at the Cairns Show and we would like to thank everyone who popped by to

say hello.  This year for the first time, our Certificate III Hospitality students and staff exhibited their skills

out of the Djarragun College food truck and served some delicious food to the public.  We handed out a

bazillion balloons, bubbles and handballs, spoke about the deadly art on display, sold cards and bags,

advertised the amazing art exhibition that will open at the end of Term 3 and had many a conversation

about the awesome work that happens at Djarragun College. Ms Shonell, our College Registrar, was even

interviewed by Black Star radio!



follow 
us.

First Day Term 3

Last Day Term 3

First Day Term 4

Last Day Term 4

TERM DATES

Qld New & Returning Boarders Travel In

NT New & Returning Boarders Travel In

Qld New Boarders Orientation

Cairns Show Holiday

NT New Boarders Orientation

Term 3 Commences

Vaccinations (Meningococcal)

CQU Connect Program (Seniors)

CQU Connect Program (Seniors)

National ATSI  Children's Day

CQU Connect Program (Seniors)

International Day of World's Indigenous

Peoples

National Science Week

Learner Licence Written Test (Seniors)

College's Fathers & Carers Morning Tea

Suicide Prevention Week

Anniversary UN Declaration Rights

Art Exhibition Day

Indigenous Literacy Day

All Boarders Travel Out

R U OK? Day

Last Day Term 3
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UPCOMING EVENTS
13 July

14 July

15 July

18 July

21 July

26 July

2 August

4 August

9 August

15-19 August

26 August

2 September

5-9 September

6 September

7 September

8 September

9 September

CONNECT
WITH US ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

TERM 3

TERM 4

Monday 18 July

Friday 9 September

Thursday 6 October

Wednesday 7 December

Living & Learning TogetherCreating Pathways for Every Student


