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Letter from the Executive
Principal

Thank you to all the students and their families who have continued to support the College this term and specifically, thank you to the

many families who attended the events back onsite at the College. In particular the NAIDOC Day at the end of this term was a

significant College celebration and it was most pleasing to see our students and their communities, dancing, singing and sharing

culture. 

Mr Ross Walters, Teacher and Elder at the College, wrote the following email to me after the event. His words crystalise the
experience of what NAIDOC celebrations meant for our students and families this year. He wrote:

"Commendations for implementing the initiative such as the ‘Summit’ during last week’s introduction to the NAIDOC
School celebrations at Djarragun this week. At this point, I imagine you are not too sure whether you have opened
Pandora’s box or a can of worms.

It was personally uplifting to me as it raised a haunting sentiment within me as an Indigenous entity. Such an array of
individual ‘countries’ was brought to unprecedented prominence in a humble but pervasive mood. The strains of the
Central Australian voice is as compelling and provocative as those in the Torres Strait. That they be brought to the light
of day is no mean feat and my commendations for your subsequent initiative.

Yesterday’s (Wednesday) function all the more emphasised a critical element to my point of interest. It is something in
the vicinity of sixty-seven years ago that my grandfather chastised me for whatever I was speaking, by telling me, “Just
speak English.” So, subsequently, I did.

My parents and Elders were all too visibly satisfied in my progress into the mainstream arena. Nearly all of my teenage
years, I spent Christmas holidays not far from here at my uncle and aunt’s cane farm at Pine Creek along the Yarrabah
Road. Three certificated nurses (my older cousins) emanated from that same cane farm. My taking on a teaching career
was cream on their cake, in terms of progress and advancement as they saw it.

The Poruma Dance group aroused reminiscent chords of my grandparents era. The ‘Grace before Meals’ sung so
wholesomely is a stark reminder of my impressionable days, which linger on still. Yesterday’s performance
predominantly issued out the treble speaker and lacked the balance of the men’s bass tones – a brave rendition, all the
same.

The deftness, skill and sharpness of Saibai dance technicians were alluring as ever I’ve remembered. Costumes, dance
regalia, movement and poses were dramatic and imposing.

The candour of the Wik Munkan troupe demonstrated a quiet vigour lead by an 86 year-old matriarch who yet maintained
her dignity, clarity and composure.

Injinoo cast a plaintive additive to the scenario; it’s evident blend of mainland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island cultures
accentuate the historical commerce and ties.

The local young custodians of the venue in no less manner mustered their numbers to maintain deference to their tribal
homeland. It is no small deal that Mr David Mundraby has kept the flame alive at this campfire at the base of Djarruga.

Each vignette certified and validated a cultural reality; song, dance and act consolidate values, personal, kin and in situ.
The transference of each individual culture is no simple exercise. The carriers of a culture require a captive audience and
active participants to maintain integrity, sequence and longevity to tribal custom, laws and lore.

It has transpired over the duration of five days, Djarragun College has imbued itself with components of its individual
parts to discuss and ascertain the specific needs of each entity.

It has often both enervated and energised me over the years to consider that these vital and somewhat providential
niches of our Australian society should be so overlooked and disregarded to the point of endangerment. Thank you for
bringing to light a renaissance of inherent cultures and possibly avoiding a Requiem."
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I would like to thank and acknowledge the work of the Netat Bama Kodomir Committee, who under very trying conditions and tight

timeframes, executed a significant gathering of our community Elders and dancers. The first of many more years to come in this

piece of community engagement. I also wish to acknowledge the entire staff who worked together to support the Committee with this

instrumental piece of community engagement. 

Too often, the detractors of Djarragun College claim that we should only accept students from a small and select number of

communities. What the Summit and NAIDOC Celebrations demonstrated to our College community, is that we do value diversity

across the many local, regional and remote communities that our students come from, along with the significance and importance all

communities place on education. For many of our families, the educational opportunities offered remotely, and even locally, are not

meeting the needs of their children and they are looking for a College that can provide those opportunities. In some cases, our

families want choice, and they choose to send their children to Djarragun. We are honoured by the trust these families place in us to

meet their needs. 

This does not suggest, by any means, that as a College there are not areas that we need to continue to improve and focus our

attentions, but what we have clearly heard from our communities is they want an Indigenous College that has diversity. 

As you read through this newsletter, you will see the significant achievements of our students here at the College over the term in a

range of areas of the College. As diverse our College is with students and families, the offerings we have internally are just as diverse. 

Dr Michael Barton

Executive Principal

We are proud of every student who commits to living by the Djarragun Way as we come together

as one community. To our parents, we thank you for your support and continued focus on

encouraging your children to attend school and to participate in learning while taking on the many

opportunities that are available to them. To our local and regional supporters and stakeholders,

thank you for helping our families and students to engage in our College and thank you for your

continued support of our College. 
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This year was the biggest event that Djarragun College has held, commencing with a 2 day Nerkep Boori Summit; a great way for
Djarragun College to strengthen the connection with our communities, and communities to have a voice in their children’s education.
What followed was 3 days of celebrations and activities for students and families at the College, including a welcome day to all
communities and a very spiritual smoking ceremony.  

NAIDOC 2022

We were moved and inspired by dancers, Elders and guests from the communities of
Aurukun, Murray Island, Sabai, Boigu and Poruma Island, Yuendumu, Coen, Injinoo and
our local community of Yarrabah. 

In the middle of the 3 day College activities we held our Arts & Hospitality Open Day
'Many Tribes, One Blood'; an exhibition of amazing student artwork, catered by our
talented Certificate III Hospitality students. The rest of the school participated in arts, crafts
and cooking activities on the oval, with special thanks going to Artist in Residence Linda
Bates for her ceramics workshop.  

It was a huge week that we were humbled to be part of!  Get Up, Stand Up, Show Up.
Please check out our Facebook page and website for some wonderful videos of our
NAIDOC events.  Here's some of the highlights ...
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PRIMARY & SECONDARY
NEWS
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Year 7 measurement lesson

We had a very special visit at the end of term from the Brisbane Broncos development squad of Jack Reed and Matt Gillette, who ran

a training clinic with our students. We're sure there's a future NRL star or two running around on our ovals!  

Words of the Week - to support work in Secondary classrooms, teachers have
been offering words to be posted on footpaths to promote vocabulary.

Spotlight on Coursework - Drug and Alcohol - My Life Choices
 

Ms Claire Perrott's Year 9 Health and PE classes have been covering wide ranging

topics surrounding this important teenage issue of Drugs and Alcohol. From "peer

pressure", to "where do I get help?", to "the misconceptions that others around

you know your story and are judging you". The class discussions have been very

productive forcing into the open poor thinking held by students around the subject

and offering students the opportunity to speak about topics in a safe space. Ms

Claire also brought in models of the body for students to explore. Year 7 HPE
Smoking is a Health Hazard
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Primary staff and students were very excited to take part in the NAIDOC
celebrations organised by Netat Bama Kodomir. Weaving and clay
building were popular activities for Primary with students learning the skill
of traditional weaving with coconut palm fronds and experimenting with
clay as part of the Artist in Residence Ceramics program. The Many
Tribes, One Blood gallery viewing provided Primary students with a great
opportunity to view the colourful artwork of their older peers. On the final
day of NAIDOC celebrations, our Primary boys joined the Yarrabah
Dance Group and showcased their traditional dance talent.

We were fortunate to have the Queensland Police Liaison Officers visit
during our weekly assembly this term. Mary Barlow, originally from
Yarrabah, spoke to our students about stranger danger. Joseph Banu,
originally from Boigu Island, spoke to students about bullying and Tony
Bani from Thursday Island spoke about road safety. This was followed by
a quiz and prizes awarded to students with the correct answers. 

Our school captain, Tia Singleton-Reuben thanked the officers for taking
the time to speak to everyone.  

Lower Primary thoroughly enjoyed celebrating National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children's Day at the
beginning of term.

Year 9 Design Technology students are exploring design challenges and
opportunities in the local school environment. Students have been using
construction materials during class. Mr Michael Skipp has been
encouraging students to develop their skills and consider the world
around them.

We also had Gemma Erwin from Life
Education visit all Primary classrooms this
term. In Year 6, students learnt about the
harm caused to the body by alcohol and
drugs and practiced strategies for saying
no to alcohol and drugs. This program
aligned with the Health curriculum being
delivered this term.

 Marnie Carrison 
Head of Teaching & Learning
Primary & Student Services

In Ms Cecelia’s Mathematics lesson, Year 6 students
were learning the concept of money. They used play
money (notes and coins) to explore adding and
subtracting different values. 

Prep to Year 2 students painted their own shirts as part of
celebrating 100 days of school. What amazing creativity
these little champions have! 

Year 5 students having been studying Earth and Space
Sciences and built satellites and dioramas of the solar
system as part of their assessment task.



ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE
NEWS

Wow! What a huge term it has been for our Hospitality Team. During Term 3 we had the privilege of taking the Djarragun College food
truck out to the Cairns Show, to allow our students to be able to have experience with outdoor catering and being able to interact with
customers.

Our Certificate III Hospitality students served up a 3 course bush tucker menu in the gallery pop up restaurant as part of the Art and
Hospitality Open Day, giving students an insight into plating fine dining style dishes. Students also prepared and served 8 different
canapes to visitors viewing the artwork on display. The food was received with many 'oooh's and ahh's' which we took to be a good
thing.
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Alison Conroy

Academy of Hospitality 

Most Wednesdays, the Certificate III students also showed off their culinary skills in their café during lunch

times, serving food to their peers and staff here at the College. We had a very memorable 'wok

Wednesday' where students set up and plated platters of vegetables, seafood, meats and infused oils and

cooked in front of staff.

Catering for all these functions and cafés allows our students to get practical parts of their 15 units signed

off and gain much needed experience. I am so proud of the way each and every one of our students has

conducted themselves throughout these events and the quality of the food that they have produced in class.  



'Many Tribes, One Blood'
Tuesday 6 September arts exhibition, as part of NAIDOC celebrations, was without
doubt, the highlight of the year for our Academy Arts students, who exhibited and
sold many of their artworks this day.  Here are just a few of the wonderful pieces on
display.
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Noel Mason

Dean of Academy of

Creative and Performing

Arts 

Peri Creamer

NRL Academy Teacher 

Djarragun College attended the Far North Queensland 9's Rugby Competition this term, entering Grade 9 and Grade 10
teams. The boys came together and put it all out on the field in playing for each other and representing their
communities and school. The boys played some very entertaining games and showcased their skills in attacking rugby.
As we played more games together, the better we performed!

Djarragun College also attended the Babinda 7's Rugby League competition this term. A combined Grade 7/8 team

played games against Innisfail, Babinda and Gordonvale SHS, winning 2 of these 3 games and going on to play Tully

SHS in the semi finals. The team played with great courage and determination only to go down by 2 points ending their

run to the finals. Well done on the great contribution from Djarragun College students!
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
NEWS 

What a term this has been! Time has certainly flown and a lot has happened in the Early Childhood Education and Care

space. Students have been busy with completing assessments and, once receiving a blue card, completing the required

120 hours of work placement. Two students, Payvin and Shantelle, can begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel

having completed their required hours across term 3 and the recent school holidays.

This involved the girls attending a Childcare Centre and being involved with the day-to-day operations of the centre and

classrooms. This is a great learning opportunity for the students as they get to put their learnings into practice. 

Both students worked at different centers with Payvin at Child World Early Learning Center in Bentley Park and Natural

Beginnings in Gordonvale and Shantelle at Timber tots in Brisbane. They both did a great job!

Juliet Felix

VET Teacher

"I start around 9 in the morning, sign in 

then go to my allocated room. Following their 

flexible routine, I also observed educators on their typical 

workday. From group time, washing their hands before and after

meals, sleep and rest until their afternoon tea. I finish about 3 in the

afternoon. 

I have enjoyed the main rooms I was in Junior Kindy, Kindergarten

and Nursery. I enjoyed my time doing my placement in the 2

centres. For me to experience something way outside my comfort

zone , it was really overwhelming, but the educators in the centre

really helped me with my experience." 

- Payvin Street, Year 12 student of Certificate III in Early Childhood

Education & Care

"I start around 7:20 in the morning. I go straight to my allocated

room. I engage with the children, get to know more about the

educators and children. I have an hour lunch break and during

my lunch I do my third party report assessments. I finish about 3

in the afternoon. 
 

My favourite is in Kindy room. The kids engage more with me

and educators are very supportive in my experience. You can

make close relationships with kids."
 

- Shantelle Wilson, Year 12 student of Certificate III in Early 

Childhood Education & Care

 



With only one term left in the year it is pleasing to see how close many of our Year 12

students (and some Year 11 students) are to completing their certificates. Guiding students

into a career with prospects is what drives our VET teachers and our rewards come from when

we see them moving into traineeships and apprenticeships or undergoing work experience. 

The Cairns Youth & Career Expo brought together a vast range of education and career

providers to inspire our students in Years 10-12 with their decision-making. The exhibitors

consisted of a large cross-section of vocational providers, apprenticeship and traineeship

providers and strong industry representation along with Tertiary/University institutions. This

Expo is the only event of its kind in Far North Queensland and our students got a lot out of it

and asked many questions.

Excursions were the word for Term 3, as highlighted in this newsletter. The excursions have

enabled our students to experience the workplace and their expectations, as well as expose

them to a wide range of possibilities for when they leave school. 
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Lachlan McDonald

VET Coordinator

It has been another busy term of Certificate II Outdoor Recreation excursions! Students have

been working hard to complete a number of practical assessments in the great outdoors of Far

North Queensland. In Term 3, snorkelling has been our main focus. The unit includes our

biggest excursion for the year our Reef Magic Cruise, in which students travel to the Marine

World Pontoon at Moore Reef to learn and demonstrate their snorkel skills. Some of our

students have grown up on islands or by the coast; the ocean, boats and snorkelling were all

very comfortable and familiar environments and activities. They were in their element and

excelled in the water. For other students, especially those who are from Central Desert

communities, this was their first time on a big boat, on the ocean, seeing a coral reef and

snorkelling. The day was made even more special by the sighting of migrating humpback

whales! 

Excursions to Fitzroy Island and Green Island gave students an opportunity to further develop

and demonstrate their snorkel skills and complete activities. Cultural experiences are also

included in our excursions; on Moore Reef we had a glass bottom boat tour in which we were

taught the history and cultural connection people had to the Reef and were also treated with a

cultural performance on the return trip to Cairns.On Fitzroy and Green Islands we had cultural

walks in which stories were shared of people's traditional connection to the islands and           

In other news, Ms Jill has had a large number of students applying for
work with Woolworths. A number of students are already working
through the application and interview process. This is an amazing real
life experience for our students to go through, even for those who are
not successful gaining a position initially.

Will Goodrich

VET Teacher

surrounding sea country. For some students our cultural guides were
relatives or people they knew from community. These experiences were a
rich learning opportunity and gave students exposure to outdoor
recreation industry jobs and professionals. They also saw firsthand that
cultural connection in outdoor recreation and/or tourism is greatly valued
by many people visiting the region.



BOARDERS' NEWS
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Term 3 was an exciting time in Boarding.  The term kicked off with the Cairns Show.  Students spent a couple evenings
checking out the rides and carnival food.  They came back with many prizes!
 
One of the highlights for our students were the two Boarding discos.  The first disco was held with just Djarragun and Cape
York Girl Academy students at the Cape York Girl Academy campus in Wangetti.  The second disco was also held at
Wangetti, but we invited Holy Spirit boarders from Cooktown to join us for the evening.  We had dance-offs between the
three schools and had a great time.
 
A cultural Welcome to Country camp was organised for all the boys and girls over a weekend, where they spent a lot of time
with local Elders.  Students went hiking, played volleyball and participated in a lot of cultural activities.  The camp was held at
the Goldsborough camping ground over two separate weekends.
 
Students involved in local AFL clubs finished off their seasons with some making it to the Grand Final.  Our students play for
the Lions and Eagles every weekend and train on Tuesday and Thursdays.  Their weekends revolve around footy games.

Daniel Niemerg

Residential Principal

The general Boarding activity program consisted of quite a few different activities all across

the Cairns region.  They included trips to the Esplanade, Palm Cove, Bramston Beach, Etty

Bay, Ellis Beach and Cairns Central Shopping Centre, to name a few.  They also

participated in activities like go-karting, Laser Tag, fishing, camping, swimming, bowling

and a trip to the cinema.

 

Our Boarders also participate in an after school homework program a few nights a week.

One program targeted our younger grades with mathematics intervention, while our older

students were supported in their study program for graduation.



BOARDERS' NEWS
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Term 3 in Boarding looked like this...



follow 
us.

First Day Term 4

Last Day Term 4

First Day Term 1

Last Day Term 1

TERM DATES

Boarders Travel In

New Boarders Orientation

Term 4 Commences

Mental Health Awareness Week

Junior & Senior Market Stall

Presentation Day 2022

Year 12 Graduation Dinner & Formal

Remembrance Day

Cape York Girl Academy Graduation

Swimming Carnival

End of Term Event 

Last Day Term 3

Boarders Travel Out
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UPCOMING EVENTS

4 October

5 October

6 October

10 - 14 October

4 November

10 November

11 November

16 November

24 November

6 December

7 December

8 December

CONNECT
WITH US ON
FACEBOOK
@djarraguncollege

TERM 4

TERM 1

2023

Thursday 6 October

Wednesday 7 December

Monday 23 January

Friday 31 March

Living & Learning TogetherCreating Pathways for Every Student


