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It is a pleasure to celebrate the achievements of 
the Djarragun College community throughout 
this year. As we conclude another chapter in the 
vibrant story of our College, we are reminded of 
the Djarragun Way—our commitment to 
support, respect, and uplift each member of our 
community, ensuring everyone has the 
opportunity to succeed. 

This year has been a journey filled with 
remarkable milestones. We have witnessed the 
incredible efforts of our students, from the 
academic rigour shown in our classrooms to the 
athletic spirit displayed on the sports fields, and 
the artistic talent showcased in events like 
Tribalmania. These experiences are not just 
highlights but testaments to our community's 
dedication to excellence and growth. 

Academic and Cultural Achievements 

We started the year with excitement, 
introducing initiatives such as the 4-Dimensions 
Learning framework to make classroom 
experiences more engaging and effective. Our 
CARE Educators have been instrumental in 
creating a nurturing and supportive 
environment, offering both academic and 
pastoral support to help our students thrive. Our 
commitment to experiential learning extended 
to offsite excursions, work placements, and 
innovative programs that provided students 
with hands-on, real-world experiences. From 
work placements in early childhood centres and 
health services to engineering tours and 
hospitality events, our students are gaining 
invaluable experiences that prepare them for 
successful futures. 

 

Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC celebrations 
were pivotal moments where our students 
embraced our cultural heritage. From the 
powerful Mabo Day march to activities like 
boomerang and rock painting, our community 
came together to honour the rich history of our 
land and the enduring legacy of our First Nations 
people. 

Sports Excellence 

Sports have played a pivotal role in fostering 
unity and competition. Whether it was the 
Cowboy Cup, our Athletics Carnival, or the 
fiercely competitive but friendly matches against 
Gordonvale High School, our students 
demonstrated resilience, sportsmanship, and 
unwavering spirit. Special congratulations to our 
age champions and the representatives who 
competed at the Trinity Coast South and 
Peninsula events. Your hard work and 
dedication have made us all proud. 

One of the most exciting opportunities this year 
was for our Year 5 and 6 NFL Flag team. Under 
the passionate and skilful coaching of Mr. 
Brodie, the team trained relentlessly and 
competed in their first-ever NFL Flag 
competition in Term 3. Their determination paid 
off when they emerged victorious, earning a 
spot to compete at the State trials on the Gold 
Coast in Term 4. This trip was not just about the 
game but an unforgettable experience for our 
students. They proudly represented Djarragun 
College, demonstrating exceptional teamwork, 
discipline, and the true spirit of our school. To 
see them compete on such a significant stage 
and enjoy the camaraderie of their teammates 
and coaches was truly inspiring. We wish them 
continued success in their sporting journey. 
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Executive Principal 

Vocational Education and Training 

Our Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs continue to 
empower students by giving them practical skills and real-world 
experiences. From work placements in early childhood centres and 
health services to engineering tours and hospitality events, our 
students are gaining invaluable skills that prepare them for 
successful futures. It has been inspiring to see our Certificate II and 
III students shine, whether they were serving meals at Birrgal 
restaurant, catering at community events, or showcasing their 
engineering projects. Your commitment to learning and excellence 
will undoubtedly pave the way for a bright future. 

Dedicated Staff 

I want to take a moment to express my deepest gratitude to the 
staff of Djarragun College. Each embodies the heart and soul of 
our College community. Their unwavering dedication, boundless 
compassion, and tireless efforts have transformed the lives of so 
many young people. They are more than just teachers, support 
staff, and mentors—they are role models, guiding lights, and 
pillars of strength. They have faced the challenges of this year with 
grace and resilience, ensuring that every student felt supported 
and valued. Whether it was in the classroom, on the sports fields, 
or during cultural celebrations, they have given their all, and the 
impact of their work is evident in the smiles, confidence, and 
growth of our students. 



Presentation Day 
Presentation Day 2024 at Djarragun College is an 
event of great pride and celebration, as we 
gather to recognise the outstanding 
achievements of our students across various 
domains. From academic excellence to sporting 
prowess, cultural contributions, citizenship, and 
leadership, this day is a testament to the hard 
work and dedication of our students throughout 
the year. 

We are thrilled to announce the College 
Captains for 2025. These outstanding students 
have demonstrated exceptional leadership 
qualities and a commitment to our school 
community. Congratulations to Ziair Allen, our 
College Captain for 2025, and Elekana Murgha, 
our Vice Captain. We are confident they will 
inspire and lead our school with pride and 
dedication in the year ahead. Well done to both 
of you!  

This year also marks a significant milestone for 
our graduating Year 6 students, who are 
concluding their primary school journey. We are 
incredibly proud of all they have accomplished, 
and we eagerly anticipate the bright futures that 
await them in secondary school. 

For the graduating seniors of 2024, this week 
brings the conclusion of a remarkable 12-year 
journey. These students have made significant 
contributions to our school over the years, and 
their achievements—both inside and outside 
the classroom—are a source of immense pride 
for our College community. 

We congratulate all of our students and wish 
them continued success in their future 
endeavours! 

Photos and videos can be viewed on our 
website: https://djarragun.qld.edu.au/home/
photo-gallery/ 
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Primary & secondary news 
Primary Keeps Kicking Goals: NFL Flag Championships 

Our Year 5/6 team had an incredible adventure competing in the National 
Championships on the Gold Coast. After winning the Cairns competition, we 
were one of only 10 teams to qualify. This was a huge achievement 
considering we’d trained for less than a term! While we didn’t take home 
the trophy, the trip was filled with exciting firsts for many of our students: 
flying on a plane, a train ride to the Gold Coast, staying in a fancy hotel, and 
visiting SeaWorld, where students even rode rollercoasters. A massive thank 
you to the NFL for making this unforgettable experience possible.  

Premier’s Reading Cup Challenge 

We received our certificates for the Challenge at the beginning of this term. 
No one could remember if Djarragun had participated before, so this was 
big. Really big. Some students even went past the number of books required 
to meet the challenge. Now that we’ve done our first year, we will be back 
next year to do it again. 

Rock and Water 

The Year 5/6 class participated in Rock and Water sessions this term; a 
program that incorporates various activities and games designed to build 
self-confidence and promote self-awareness. The course is particularly 
engaging for students who thrive in active, game-based environments. 
Students are taught to stand firm, use "rock" (assertive) or "water" (calm) 
communication styles, walk away from conflict, explore non-aggressive 
solutions, and gain a deeper understanding of themselves, their instincts, 
and their personal goals. The students have even started applying these 
techniques in the playground.  

Year 6-7 Transition Days 

Our Year 6 students embraced their upcoming move to Secondary School 
with a series of transition activities. Highlights included a Drama lesson with 
Ms Tanya, which they loved so much they didn’t want to leave, E-Games 
with Mr Andres (described as “EPIC!”), and Maths with Dr Michael, where 
they collected data by eating bugs—possibly chocolate, possibly real! They 
also practiced navigating secondary routines, including morning tea and 
lunch in the Dining Hall, although they’re still adjusting to less playtime! 

End of Year Party 

The Primary students ended the year in style. After spending the morning 
doing final tidy ups of classrooms, finishing Christmas crafts and other such, 
very important things, the students enjoyed a dance party, pass the parcel, 
the best lunch and a movie, complete with goody bags and popcorn. 

All students went home with books to add to their own home library. 

It’s been a busy, exciting Term 4 filled with learning, growth, and 
unforgettable experiences. Well done, everyone!  
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Deputy Head of Campus 

(Teaching & Learning) 
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ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE NEWS 
It has been a big year for the Academy of 
Creative and Performing Arts regarding events, 
competitions, exhibitions and student 
completions. Six of our Year 11 and Year 12 
students completed a Certificate III in Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander Cultural Arts in 
2024. Three of our Year 12 students graduated 
from the College with this qualification.  As our 
graduating Year 12 students embark on this new 
chapter in their lives, our wish for them is to 
continue to enjoy the journey and stay curious 
and never stop learning and seeking knowledge.  
Also, remember that education is not confined 
to the walls of a classroom, but it is a continuous 
journey throughout life which is full of 
opportunities waiting for them to seize. We look 
forward to seeing these artists continue to grow 
their arts practices, explore and share their 
talents and keep the cultural arts alive. All three 
became members of the UMI stable of artists, as 
this will provide a pathway into the visual art 
world. 

Djarragun College was very well represented in 
the Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Foundation Creative Art Awards 
(QATSIF) held in Brisbane. The awards were 
sponsored by Griffith University, this is an 
annual competition for all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Secondary students for the State 
of Queensland. 

This year, fifteen of our art students entered 
artworks in the 2024 QATSIF and Griffith 
University Creative Arts Competition. All fifteen 
students received some sort of recognition for 
their entries within the competition.  

Holly Douglas received an outstanding 2nd place 
in the State for her acrylic painting and a third 
place in the State for her lino print. Solace 
Barnaby, Kaylene Sambo and Kaissia Dick 
received 3rd place in the State for their 
paintings in their year and age levels. 

Iona Ambrym, Peter-Lee Anderson, Tonita Ellis, 
Shantelle Evans, Chloe McGilvary, Savannah 
Ngallametta, Olivia Pootchemunka, Gwen 
Thomas, Tarek Turner and Eileen Williams all 
receive a highly commended for their art works 
entered the competition in their respective age 
and grade levels. 

The students who study a Certificate III in 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Cultural 
Arts are not only from our local Indigenous 
communities but from around Cairns, Kuranda 
and Yarrabah and from the remote regional 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities of Cape York and the beautiful 
Torres Strait Islands. We also have students who 
come from the small, isolated communities of 
the Northern Territory. All of whom choose 
Djarragun College as a preferred place to study. 

This year the students were very busy creating 
artworks for the exhibitions and events which 
were held this year. The Cultural Art students’ 
artworks have been represented in five different 
exhibitions throughout the year. “The Summer 
Show”, “You and Me” and “Culture Through Our 
Eyes” were exhibitions curated by the staff at 
UMI Arts. These exhibitions were held at the 
UMI Manoora gallery complex. 

“Tribalmania” was an exhibition which was one 
of Djarragun’s major events on the calendar. 
This year “Tribalmania” represented twenty-four 
First Nations Artists who are currently studying 
Art in Years 10, 11, and 12. The exhibition is held 
annually in September in conjunction with our 
NAIDOC Week celebrations. The event not only 
showcases the talents of our Cultural Art 
students, but the outstanding skills of our 
hospitality students who cater for this event and 
who are studying a Certificate III in Hospitality.  

The event was well attended and our students 
were thrilled to sell many of their paintings on 
the day. 
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Dean of Academy of Creative & 

Performing Arts 

This year we decided to take “Tribalmania” to the city and hold an 
exhibition and event at “Birrgal”, Djarragun College’s training 
restaurant for our hospitality students. Birrgal is located on Sheridan 
Street in Cairns. 

“Tribalmania in the City” was an exhibition which represented the 
works of nine Cultural Art students. This invitation only event not only 
showcased the art students but also highlighted the culinary skills of 
our Certificate III Hospitality students who, once again, presented a 
delicious three course meal. The guests had a chance to experience 
the culture of Djarragun College’s training restaurant. 

In 2025, we’re thrilled to continue offering our students unique and 
engaging visual arts activities, programs, and events. These 
opportunities will help our students develop new skills, expand their 
knowledge, and build confidence. Many of our budding artists will use 
these experiences as a pathway to meaningful careers in the creative 
industries. Stay tuned for an inspiring year ahead!  



As we began to wind down for the year, Term 4 still delivered an 
incredible amount of events. I was fortunate enough to be able to 
work with our up and coming Leaders of the College this term, 
alongside Mr Stephen Cousins (Cuzzy to us!). We went through a 
vigorous process where students were to submit applications, 
engage in a one-day workshop, and participate in interviews with 
Cuzzy and myself. All the students who participated demonstrated 
exceptional confidence, communication skills, and leadership 
qualities. It is a privilege to be able to work with our young people 
and see how far they can go.  

I would like to congratulate our Captains for 2025, Ziair Allen and 
Elekana Murgha, our Vice Captains Solace Barnaby, Lowella Miller 
and Ali Wosomo, our Boarding Captain Nathaniel Bosun, and our 
House Captains Rhy’anna Kabai (Kundii House), Shamira Assan 
(Waru House), and Maysharn Noble (Guyala House). I look 
forward to working with each and every one of them next year.  

Middle School Sport 

This term we changed things slightly and our Years 7-9 students 
attended sport during Periods 4 and 5 every Friday in their year 
levels.  

Year 9 students attended a Basketball Development program with 
the Senior Basketball Development students at the Edmonton 
PCYC. The Year 7 and 8 students attended Defy Gravity rock 
climbing in Manunda, and swimming at Tobruk pool. There were a 
selected number of students who also attended the NRL 
Development Program onsite with Mr Peri Creamer – a 
Development Coach for the NRL.  

The students enjoyed these activities and engagement was high. 
Moving into 2025, students will remain attending in their year 
levels during the designated time. They will be required to have 
80% in class attendance to participate in the activities as well. 

NFL Flag 

Mr Brodie worked incredibly hard with our Year 5-6 students who 
not only took out the Championship in Cairns for the NFL Flag 
competition, but were flown to the Gold Coast during the middle 
of October to compete against 10 other schools around Australia. 
This was a fantastic opportunity for our senior Primary students 
who all enjoyed the trip immensely. Mr Brodie would like to pay 
special mention to Zephaniah Thomas, who he has named as 
player of the game during the Gold Coast trip. His sportsmanship 
on and off the field and his beautiful nature towards others was 
second to none. Well done Zephaniah! 
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Basketball 

Cuzzy worked with our Primary and Years 7-8 students this term to 
play competitive basketball 3 v 3 competition at the Cairns Basketball 
Stadium. All teams did exceptionally well and provided students an 
opportunity to play against other schools. The skills, experiences, and 
sportsmanship they developed during these opportunities allow 
students to carry these skills through to the classroom and beyond. 

Another game for Years 8-9 students was played against Gordonvale 
High School in Week 7. We had 6 students participate in this game and 
all displayed great sportsmanship. Unfortunately we did not win this 
round, but we have pencilled in a decider for Term 1 2025. 

Primary Indigenous Games 

Miss Susan and I took 12 Year 5-6 students to the Primary Indigenous 
Games at the Cairns Hockey Centre in Week 7. The traditional game of 
Bourinjin was played between other schools in Cairns. 

It was a very hot day but the students had such a great time. We were 
able to borrow students from other schools – mainly Parramatta. It 
was good to see the connections between the students as the 
Djarragun students who played last year remembered the Parramatta 
students who played for us last year as well as this year. We also had a 
student from Isabella play the full last game for us.  

Despite the heat and the fatigue that set in at the end, all the students 
had a blast, made new friends, and enjoyed the day together. A 
massive thank you to Miss Susan who helped support her beautiful 
class on the day.  

House v House Competitions  

During the term the Sport Team ran a number of House v House 
competitions during lunch times. The engagement of the students was 
high and there was lots of fun being had. The students who 
participated all contributed to their overall House points for the final 
winner, which was announced at the Presentation Day. These events 
will continue to run next year with all student participants adding 
points to their final house tally for the end of the year award. 

I hope everyone has a restful break over the holidays and I look 
forward to sharing the sporting achievements of our students next 
year.  



VOCATIONAL EDUCATION NEWS 
Thank You, Certificate III Hospitality Class 

What an incredible way to bid farewell to our 
Year 12 students! A huge thank you to Ms. Tricia 
and her amazing Certificate III in Hospitality 
students for hosting a delicious farewell 
breakfast at the end of Term 4. The spread was 
truly impressive, with all the cooked breakfast 
trimmings. It was heart-warming to see our Year 
12s enjoying themselves, smiling, and feeling a 
sense of relief as they celebrated the end of 
their school journey. 

Exploring Primary Health Care 

This term, our Certificate II in Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander Primary Health Care 
students participated in a First Nations Rural 
Health workshop. They explored topics like 
nutrition, plastering, and hand hygiene, gaining 
valuable skills and insight into health careers. 
Their dedication to mastering these essential 
skills is inspiring!  

Stylish Success in the Salon 

Congratulations to Jaykitta and Ryh’anah, our 
talented Certificate II Salon Assistant students, 
for showcasing their hairdressing skills this term. 
From straightening and curling to braiding, their 
work for the Year 12 Formal was truly 
impressive. Watch out for these rising stars in 
the world of hairdressing! 

A Wonderful Term Wrap-Up 

As we look back on this term, we celebrate the 
dedication, growth, and achievements of our 
students. Their hard work and passion shine 
brightly, and we couldn’t be prouder. Well done, 
everyone! 
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Work Experience with Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council 

This term, Shakeitha Ambrym-Richards and Elekana Murgha gained 
valuable hands-on experience through their work placements at 
Yarrabah Council. Every Tuesday, they explored various departments, 
including road maintenance, water and drainage, administration, and 
the wildlife and ecosystem team. This opportunity provided a 
wonderful insight into the important work carried out by the Council 
and was a fantastic learning experience. 

Learning the Road Rules 

Two of our students, Susannah Lui (Year 12) and Holly Douglas (Year 
11), embarked on their first driving lessons this term with Susan from 
By the Book Driving. Despite some initial nerves, both girls did an 
amazing job. Holly tackled the busy Cairns traffic after her work 
experience at Cairns Base Hospital, while Susannah took on an early 
morning lesson in Gordonvale and Edmonton. Susannah even 
received high praise from her instructor, who said she’s ready for her 
P’s! 

Hands-On Early Childhood Learning 

Our Certificate III in Early Childhood students have had an 
incredible year, completing work placements across Cairns’ 
childcare centres. From swaddling babies to changing 
nappies, these students embraced every opportunity to 
grow their skills and connect with children. Special 
congratulations to our Year 12 graduates, Vika Ambrym, 
Yagal Burns, and Bella O’Burns, for their achievements in 
this field.  

A special shoot-out goes to Vika and Mable (Year 11), who 
worked tirelessly during school holidays at Child World 
Early Learning Centre, completing three weeks of full-day 
placements. Vika’s exceptional performance even led to a 
paid opportunity—a testament to her hard work and 
dedication. 

Our heartfelt thanks go to the childcare centres that have 
supported our students’ learning, including Child World 
Early Learning Centre, Natural Beginnings, Eden Academy, 
Goodstart Early Learning, Cairns TAFE Community 
Childcare, C&K Balaclava, Yarrabah Daycare, Koolkan in 
Aurkun, Timbertots Childcare in Brisbane and many others.  

To show our appreciation, Djarragun College presented 
these centres with Certificates of Appreciation and a 
celebratory cake. 
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Year 12 Formal: A night to 
remember 

On Thursday, 14 November, we farewelled 33 of 
our Year 12 students at their Graduation and 
Dinner, held at the Pullman International Hotel 
in Cairns. It was a truly magical evening! 

Dressed to impress, our students arrived in 
style, pulling up in some very fancy cars to begin 
their celebrations. The night featured 
memorable moments, a delicious dinner, plenty 
of dancing, and tables filled with families, love, 
and laughter. 

This extraordinary event was dedicated to 
celebrating the incredible achievements of our 
graduates. But this is not goodbye—it’s the 
beginning of new adventures as they step into 
the next chapter of their lives. 

 

The evening was a perfect reflection of the year: 
filled with successes, challenges, and purpose. It 
was alive with celebration, joyful dancing, love, 
laughter, and, yes, a few tears. For our Year 12s, 
those tears marked the bittersweet end of their 
schooling journey. For our younger students, 
they represented the exciting road ahead. 

Congratulations to our Class of 2025—you’ve 
made us so proud! 

 

Photos and videos can be viewed on our 
website: https://djarragun.qld.edu.au/home/
photo-gallery/ 
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BOARDING NEWS 
What a year it has been for boys boarding 2024. 
We have had many exciting and different 
opportunities this year and specifically this term 
as we have come to the end of another great 
year. We have had opportunities to share 
experiences with one another, celebrate 
graduation with our Year 12 seniors as they 
journey into the next stage of their lives. Our 
young men were able to share their heartfelt 
thanks, pride and love about their time at 
Djarragun College and farewell their mates for 
the last time. 

It has been a great experience to watch our 
young men create new friendships and nurture 
existing ones with their peers from communities 
all over Australia. We have witnessed the 
sharing of culture amongst our boarding 
community, acceptance of difference and being 
able to work with one another within our 
boarding community. 

This year has been a learning experience for 
myself, as I had started in Term 2 getting to 
know our staff and most importantly each young 
man in our boarding community. It has been a 
great experience to build relationships with each 
young man, earn the right to be called an ‘uncle’ 
and the opportunity to stand by each one of our 
young men and journey with them. It has been 
great to watch how our staff have grown with 
our young men, and we are hopeful that we will 
pick up where we left off in the new year. 

On behalf of the boys boarding staff, we thank 
you for your support throughout the year. May 
you all have a safe and wonderful holiday 
season and look forward to your sons returning 
in 2025. 
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As we all board our flights to all of our respective community 
directions it gives us a great opportunity to reflect on the year we 
have had in Girls’ Boarding.  We appreciate the friendships built 
and talk about the relationships we look forward to growing next 
year in Term 1 2025.  

I thank all students, families and staff for their hard work and 
commitment on supporting each other and our young people 
through 2024. Some parts challenging, especially for our families 
who are based a long way from their children. Most of all, for our 
young people, some of whom have never been away from home 
let alone a brand new college. I wish everyone a very safe festive 
season and can’t wait to see you all in January 2025.  

Following are a few notes from some of the staff within our 
boarding houses.  

From Kathrine Rogers: Our girls have managed themselves the 
best way they could have during this term and we are very proud 
of their efforts. We also appreciate the support from the families 
who have been included in the process and we hope everyone has 
a happy Christmas holiday.    

From Philemona Fauid: It has been a pleasure to see the 
students' growth over the year. Their dedication to learning has 
been admirable. Wishing them a fantastic holiday and looking 
forward to seeing their progress in the next year. 

From Gernika Warren: To our girls, thank you for all the 
memories that have been made this year. It has been a blessing to 
be a part of your little and big achievements. I hope you all 
continue to grow into the wonderful young women that you are. 
Have a lovely holiday and see you next year.  

From Emily Jose: As we reflect on the year at Djarragun College, 
it’s clear that it has been a time of significant growth, connection, 
and achievement for all our students. From academic pursuits to 
building meaningful friendships and taking part in a wide range of 
activities. Students have embraced new challenges, shown 
resilience in the face of obstacles, and supported one another in 
ways that highlight the strength of our close-knit environment. 
We’re proud of the progress they’ve made so far and grateful for 
the trust you place in us to nurture and guide them. As we finish 
the rest of the year, we remain committed to fostering a space 
where each student can continue to learn, thrive, and create 
lasting memories and cannot wait to see them all return next year. 
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19 TERM 4 2024   |   ISSUE NO. 26 



CAPE YORK GIRL ACADEMY NEWS 



GREETINGS FROM THE 
HEAD OF CAMPUS 

Reflecting on the Year That Was: A Celebration 
of Growth and Community 

As the year draws to a close, we take a moment 
to reflect on the remarkable journey our 
students, staff, and families have shared. This 
year was marked by challenges, resilience, and 
countless moments of triumph that have 
strengthened our community and inspired us all. 

Our students have shown incredible 
determination and growth, reaching new 
milestones and embracing challenges with 
courage. Whether excelling in academics, 
forming lasting friendships, or stepping up as 
leaders, they have exemplified the values of 
strength, adaptability, and heart. 

This year was not without its hurdles, but 
through every challenge, our Academy stood 
united. Together, we created a supportive 
environment where students could thrive—not 
just in their learning but in their personal 
development. 

Highlights of the year include moments of 
discovery, creativity, and connection as students 
uncovered talents, pursued passions, and 
supported one another. Their journeys 
reminded us that true success lies not in 
perfection but in the resilience to keep striving 
and growing.  

We also celebrated our graduating class—Ada, 
Tilona, and Lexine—who leave us as confident, 
capable young women ready to make their mark 
on the world. Their leadership, creativity, and 
quiet determination have left an indelible mark 
on our community.  
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To our families, thank you for your unwavering 
support and trust. Your encouragement has 
been the foundation of your children's 
achievements. To our staff, your dedication, 
guidance, and passion have shaped the lives of 
every student in profound ways. 

As we look to the future, we carry the lessons 
and memories of this year with us. Thank you to 
every member of our community for making this 
year so extraordinary. We wish you a joyful 
holiday season and look forward to another year 
of learning, growth, and connection in 2025. 

Head of Campus - Cape York Girl Academy 
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Year 12 Formal 
On Friday night, 15th November, Cape York Girl 
Academy hosted an extraordinary evening—the 
Year 12 Formal Graduation Dinner and Dance, 
held at The Benson Hotel, Cairns. This event was 
not a farewell but a celebration of achievements 
and the beginning of exciting new journeys for 
our remarkable students. 

The night was filled with pride, joy, and 
reflection as we came together to honour the 
successes and challenges of the past year. The 
atmosphere was alive with celebration, 
laughter, love, and joyful dancing, creating 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

For our graduating Year 12 students, there were 
bittersweet tears as they marked the end of 
their formal schooling journey. For our younger 
students, those tears carried the promise of 
their own bright futures yet to unfold. 

As I stood before our students, beaming with 
pride, I was reminded of the purpose that drives 
us all—the opportunity to witness and 
contribute to their growth, resilience, and 
success. Friday night was a true testament to 
their incredible achievements and the bright 
futures that await them. 

Congratulations to our graduating Year 12 
students—you have made us so proud! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

22 January 

22 January 

12-24 March 

17 March 

20 March 

26 March 

2 April 

3 April 

22 April 

23 April 

12 June 

20 June 

20 June 

Boarders Travel Date 

Term 1 Commences 

NAPLAN 

School Photo Day (CYGA) 

School Photo Day (Gordonvale) 

Cairns Careers Expo 

Boarders Travel Date 

Last Day Term 1 

Boarders Travel Date 

Term 2 Commences 

College Athletics Carnival 

Last Day Term 2 

Boarders Travel Date 

 

TERM DATES 
Wednesday 22 January (First day) 

Thursday 7 December (Last day) 

Wednesday 23 April (First day) 
Friday 20 June (Last day) 

TERM 1 

TERM 2 

CONNECT 

WITH US ON 

FACEBOOK & 

INSTAGRAM 

@djarraguncollege 
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2025 Next Step Year 12 Completers Survey 

Year 12 students will be invited to participate 
in the Next Step Year 12 Completers survey 
starting in March 2025, following up on their 
activities after graduating. 

The invitation will arrive via a letter from the 
Minister for Education, or an email or phone 
call from the Queensland Government 
Statistician’s Office. Please check your 
contact details are correct with the school 
and learning account that you can access via 
the student portal at https://
myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/. 

Your feedback helps our school improve 
services for future students, and you can win 
a prize for participating. For more info 
visit www.qld.gov.au/nextstep. 




